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U.S. Said To Provide Arms To Bosnian Army 


BR2802161395 Madrid EL MUNDO in Spanish 
28 Feb 95 p 20 


[Report by Miguel Gil: “Strange Flights Over Tuzla’’] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Sarayevo—A dark night. Trans- 
port airplanes, painted in black, fly at low altitude over a 
deserted airport. Their tail-hatches are open. Rapidly, a 
number of heavy pallets, equipped with parachutes, slide 
out of them. 


The packaging conceals the most sophisticated type of 
anti-tank missile available. The aircraft climb out of 
sight before the pallets touch ground. They disappear, 
leaving behind them the unmistakable scent of an 
acronym: CIA. 


This Hollywood-like scene constitutes perhaps the stron- 
gest evidence confirming the suspicions which UN offi- 
cials have been entertaining about a number of incidents 
that have taken place at the airport of Tuzla, a town 
north of the capital, over the past month. 


The story has just come to light following contradictory 
statements made by UNPROFOR [United Nations Pro- 
tection Forces] and NATO concerning a recent report by 
the Blue Helmets. According to this report, on four 
different occasions this month UN officials in Bosnia 
sighted military transport aircraft flying at night, in 
defiance of the UN ban on flights through Bosnia’s 
airspace. 


The aircraft involved (C-130-type transports), which 
according to the report were escorted by a couple of 
fighters, flew at low altitude over Tuzla airport, which is 
currently controlled by government troops. Among those 
who saw or heard the airplanes on the nights of 10, 12, 
and 16 February, was a Norwegian pilot and [a] member 
of a land-based airspace control team. 


Such teams, spread throughout Bosnia’s territory, pro- 
vide ground support for allied aircraft enforcing the ban 
in the exclusion zone. The incidents led members of the 
UN mission to suspect that those low-flying aircraft may 
have been parachuting weapons over the Tuzla airbase, 
and that these were intended for government troops. 


When Blue Helmets from the Nordic countries tried to 
investigate the first incident, they came under fire from 
Bosnian troops and were prohibited from inspecting the 
runways. Bosnian troops are still preventing UN officials 
from gaining access to the airport area, which is located 
south of the town. Since then, the United Nations have 
received reports of further flights over the airbase on 17 
and 23 February. The report drafted by NATO, which is 
responsible for implementing the exclusion zone, indicates 
that none of their reconaissance aircraft, nor any other 
allied air patrols found any evidence of the presence of 
transport aircraft during the weekend starting 10 February. 


The report also suggests that what the Blue Helmets saw 
was precisely allied aircraft watching over the exclusion 
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zone. However, as a UN official indicated yesterday, “‘it 
is unreasonable to think that an expert team of air 
controllers and a military pilot can mistake allied recon- 
naissance aircraft flying at high-altitude for transport 
aircraft flying almost at ground level.” 


NATO officials have sent the results of their enquiry to 
UN headquarters, and NATO Secretary General Willy 
Claes is expected to make a statement shortly. This 
incident represents one of the most serious clashes 
between the two institutions. 


Above all, it has brought to light the widespread belief 
among those in charge of the UN mission in Bosnia that 
such flights not only are taking place, but also that they 
are supplying highly sophisticated weapons to the troops 
loyal to the Sarajevo government, sponsored by the U.S. 
Government. Among senior UNPROFOR officers, there 
is much speculation that the United States has organized 
these flights, whether directly or through an interme- 
diary such as Turkey. 


For the past few months, the Clinton administration has 
been coming under increasing pressure from Congress to 
lift the arms’ embargo on Bosnia. 


U.S. Suspected of Supply Flights for Bosnian 
Army 

BR2802154195 Paris LIBERATION in French 

28 Feb 95 pil 


[Report by Eric Biegala: “Mystery of Phantom Planes 
Hangs Over Bosnia”™] 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Sarajevo—Dozens of helicop- 
ters, transport planes, fighter planes—Bosnia’s sky has 
been very busy for two weeks despite the establishment 
two years ago of an “air exclusion zone” theoretically 
monitored by NATO. 


Although there is not much doubt about the nationality 
of the helicopters—mainly Serb—the origin of the planes 
remains a mystery... and NATO's silence makes it pos- 
sible to build up all kinds of hypotheses. 


The first observations of unidentified planes dates back 
to 10 February, over the Tuzla area in the northeast of 
the territory under the control of the Bosnian authorities. 
Three planes—a transporter resembling the Western 
C-130 and two other smaller planes—were detected by 
an observer on the ground. The planes seemed to be 
making an approach over the western runway of Tuzla 
airport—the only one which is not directly controlled by 
UNPROFOR [UN Protection Force]. The Blue Helmets 
sent in two vehicles but the Bosnian’ Army refused to 
allow them to pass. One of the UN armored vehicles, 
however, succeeded in reaching the runway—which it 
found empty—before being fired at by Bosnian soldiers 
who immobilized the vehicle for three hours. Two days 
later, a second cargo plane and then three fighters were 
detected once again over Tuzia. Finally, on 15 and 20 
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February, the Blue Helmets heard planes with propellers 
(probably more cargo planes) flying again over the 
sector. 


Silence From NATO 


But NATO did not see anything. The AWACS, the 
“flying radars” which are intended to watch the Bosnian 
sky, say they are unable to confirm the reports by Blue 
Helmets on the ground. “It is difficult to believe,” an 
UNPROFOR pilot said, “unless you think that the 
AWACS were not flying when it happened.” All the UN 
observations, however, have been passed on to the 
Atlantic Pact’s Italian headquarters. The only explana- 
tion supplied by NATO suggested that the observers 
confused the unknown planes with Atlantic Pact fighters 
flying over the sector. “We are absolutely certain of our 
observations, which were backed up by competent 
people,” UNPROFOR spokesman Lieutenant Colonel 
Gary Coward retorted. The Tuzla planes were in fact 
detected by pilots and officers who are experts in the 
ground guidance of fighter planes. 


NATO’s silences therefore seem as mysterious as the 
unknown planes. “I have the impression that the 
Atlantic pact is not necessarily ready to recognize that its 
surveillance of the Bosnian sky leaves something to be 
desired.” an officer at UN headquarters in Sarajevo 
suggested. Others have no hesitation in openly con- 
demning NATO, accusing it of “concealing” air supply 
missions carried out for the benefit of the Bosnian Army. 
The Americans have never made any secret of their 
intention to help the government army, if need be by 
unilaterally lifting the arms embargo. U.S. air missions 
to Bosnia would explain the silence on the part of the 
AWACS—exclusively American—used by NATO. 


Lights Burning 


“However, there are a few details which do not ‘fit,”” an 
UNPROFOR officer, a fighter trainer pilot, explained. 
“If the Americans wanted to carry out supply missions to 
Bosnia, they would be as discreet as possible, and would 
probably not send fighters to escort their cargo planes. 
Moreover, some of the planes observed were flying at 
night with their lights burning, a ‘mistake’ which the 
Americans would not make,” he added. But the planes 
could be Bosnian. According to Western experts, Bosnia- 
Herzegovina’s Army has around 20 operational! planes—. 
“militarized” civilian planes, transporters, and even 
some fighters dating from the Yugoslav period. 


The air activity over Tuzla apparently corresponds to 
very major movements on the ground observed during 
the same period. Hundreds of trucks were in fact seen 
moving toward Tuzla in the past two weeks. The Bosnian 
Army is in the middle of a reorganization, the units are 
strengthening their positions, and the Blue Helmets are 
afraid that al! this activity might be the prelude to a 
large-scale offensive on the northern front near the Brcko 
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“corridor” which is barely 6 km wide—the only land link 
between Serbia and the territories conquered in Bosnia 
and Croatia. 


Butrus-Ghali Optimistic on UN Prospects in 
Yugoslavia 

AU2702131095 Vienna Oesterreich Eins Radio Network 
in German 1100 GMT 27 Feb 95 


[Report by Alfred Schwarz on news conference by UN 
Secretary General Butrus Butrus-Ghali in Vienna on 27 
February—recorded; Butrus-Ghali’s statements in 
English with superimposed German translation] 


[FBIS Translated Text] [Schwarz] UN Secretary General 
Butrus-Ghali will stay in Vienna for an entire week and 
attend various meetings about the future of the United 
Nations—a future that is characterized by dramatic signs 
of thrift. One of Butrus- Ghali’s deputies, Mr. Paschke 
from Germany, recently stated that in particular 
UNIDO [UN Industrial Development Organization] in 
Vienna is working inefficiently, and Paschke even loudly 
thought about abolishing or restructuring UNIDO. 


Today Butrus-Ghali tried to disperse the resulting Aus- 
trian fears that the United Nations might withdraw from 
Vienna. He stated that the United Nations intends to 
maintain its strong presence in Vienna, because Vienna 
i3 an important center for the United Nations. 


{Butrus-Ghali in original English] | reaffirm that we 
intend to maintain a strong presence of the United 
Nations in Vienna, that we believe that Vienna ts a very 
important center for the United Nations. 


[Schwarz] The deliberations this week will probably 
yield more details about the future of Vienna as a UN 
seat and the planned thrift measures. 


Then Butrus-Ghali commented on the Yugoslav conflict. 
After all, Croatia is refusing to extend the UN mandate, 
which will expire at the end of March. However, Butrus- 
Ghali has not yet given up. He says that he will insist that 
the UN remain stationed in Croatia. This is the only way 
in which a peaceful solution in the Balkans can be 
achieved. 


[Butrus-Ghali] We received the demand from Zagreb 
asking that we withdraw the UN forces by 31 March. We 
are under pressure from some member countries which 
say that, if the arms embargo against Bosnia is lifted, 
they will withdraw their UN troops from Bosnia. This 
means, we have problems. However, we do not underes- 
timate these problems. l want to assure you that in the 
United Nations and in the international community 
there is the political will to continue our military, dip'o- 
matic, and economic presence in Yugoslavia. 


[Schwarz] Butrus-Ghali himself transforms this political 
will of the United Nations that he mentioned into 
optimism. He believes that the United Nations will be 
successful despite all the problems and despite all the 
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criticism, because there is no other solution for the 
former Yugoslavia than constant negotiations. And with 
these constant negotiations, one will find a comprehen- 
sive solution for this tragedy in the middle of Europe and 
in the middle of the Balkans. 


[Butrus-Ghali in original English] We will be successful 
in spite of all the difficulties, in spite of all the criticism, 
because there is no other solution in former Yugoslavia 
than continuous negotiations. So, through these contin- 
uous negotiations we will be able to find a comprehen- 
sive solution to this tragedy in the middle of Europe and 
in the middle of the Balkans. 


[Schwarz] After talks with Foreign Minister Mock and 
President Klestil in the morning, Butrus-Ghali is now 
being awarded with an honorary doctorate from Vienna 
University. In the afternoon, a talk with Chancellor 
Vranitzky is scheduled. 


G-7 Summit: French Minister Welcomes Gore’s 
Speech 

BR2802135595 Paris LA TRIBUNE DESFOSSES 
in French 27 Feb 95 p 10 


[Report signed “T.D.J.” and “M.P.”: “United States 
Puts Liberalization at Heart of Debate”’] 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Brussels—The thorny issue of 
deregulation of the telecommunications market and the 
opening up of competition, always at the center of all 
G-7 talks, has received an unexpected boost from U.S. 
Vice President Al Gore. He took advantage of the 
summit to announce that he was determined to accel- 
erate the process which, in the long term, should enable 
U.S. industry to invest massively in Europe and enable 
European industry to strike up partnerships on the other 
side of the Atlantic. [passage omitted] 


An Approach Welcomed by the Europeans 


The Europeans unanimously welcomed this approach 
which should bring about the opening up of a U.S. 
market which they currently consider to be quite “pro- 
tectionist.”" [French Industry Minister] Jose Rossi 
described the vice president’s speech as a “positive 
sign,” and stressed that Europe—and therefore France— 
is already prepared to definitively liberalize its telecom- 
munications as of | January 1998. 


Should we go faster still? In any case that is the wish of 
industrialists presented on Saturday morning [25 Feb- 
ruary] in the summit chaired by Jacques Delors. AT&T 
CEO Robert Allen declared: “Things are getting urgent, 
the time has come to make a decisive step.” France 
Telecom CEO Marcel Roulet was more sparing: “The 
EU approach is a good one. This is the only plan in the 
world to completely liberalize this sector, but we will do 
so gradually and within a regulatory framework.” 


Jacques Delors informed the G-7 of its responsibilities. He 
invited the group members to show that they had political 
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courage: “Any delay in correctly liberalizing the markets of 
the information society and in drawing up regulations where 
necessary will be costly in terms of competitiveness.” 


France’s Lamassoure Promotes EU-Mexico 
Cooperation 


BR2802154695 Paris LE FIGARO (LE 
FIGARO-ECONOMIE Supplement) in French 
28 Feb 95 p 3 


[Report on press conference by France's Alain Lamassoure, 
minister delegate for European affairs, by Irene Jarry in 
Mexico; date not given: “EU Will Support Mexico”™] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Mexico—“‘It is time to establish 
a new framework for relations between Mexico and the 
EU and to sign a declaration of intention enabling the 
two sides to become preferential partners,” France's 
Alain Lamassoure, minister delegate for European 
affairs, said at the end of last week after a meeting with 
Mexican President Ernest Zedillo. 


Alt present there is a commercial cooperation agreement 
between Mexico and Europe dating back to 199!. “Since 
that date,” Mr. Lamassoure said, “many events have taken 
place, like the signing of the North American Free Trade 
Agreement by Mexico, the United States, and Canada. and 
Mexico's entry into the OECD. Account must be taken of 
these recent developments.” The minister added: “The 
1991 agreement must be updated and supplemented by a 
political section which will make it possible to have a 
formal dialogue between Mexico and the EU on major 
world problems.” The minister said that Mr. Zedillo had 
given a favorable response in principle to this proposal 
which has advantages for the two partners. 


During the press conference which followed his talks 
with President Zedillo, Mr. Lamassoure explained that, 
in his view, “the Mexican crisis is in fact the sign of a 
general deregulation of the international financial 
system. There are currently,” he said, “new protagonists 
in the world economy which are neither states nor 
bankers, but pension funds which attract savings 
throughout the world. A huge commerce in money is 
developing, and is not governed by any regulations. This 
volatile capital benefits a country, then the fashion 
changes, a crisis seems imminent and the money is 
withdrawn without the real performances of economies 
being taken into account.” 


‘Important Assets’ 

The lesson to be learned is that “financial regulations at 
international level must be increased.” Pending this world 
reform, Mr. Lamassoure thinks that countries should try to 
“protect themselves by establishing monetary unions, like 
the one planned in Europe for 1999 and perhaps even 
before that for some countries in the Union.” 


Mr. Lamassoure’s visit during the French term as EU 
president proves that not only Paris but also the Fifteen are 
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supporting crisis-ridden Mexico. “France and the EU sup- 
port the courageous action and the economic recovery 
policy launched by the Mexican Government since the start 
of the crisis. We have confidence in Mexico's future. That 
country’s economy has important assets which should 
enable it to overcome its existing problems. For France, as 
for the EU, Mexico is the leading commercial partner in 
Latin America. We have invested a great deal in that 
country and will continue to do so. A very large number of 
projects are under way, and we hope that the crisis will not 
delay them,” Mr. Lamassoure said. 


The French minister's visit has been followed by that of 
Manuel Marin, Spanish vice president of the European 
Commission. who arrived in Mexico yesterday. 


UK's Hurd Rules Out Creation of ‘European 
Army’ 

LD2802152995 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 1506 GMT 28 Feb 95 


[By PRESS ASSOCIATION news correspondent Gavin 
Cordon] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Douglas Hurd today cautioned 
Britain's EU partners against any further centralisation 
of power in the hands of Brussels. 


And on the eve of tomorrow's crucial Commons debate 
on Europe, the Foreign Secretary ruled out the creation 
of a European army and said foreign policy and home 
affairs—such as immigration—must remain matters for 
national Governments. 


His speech, to the German Society for Foreign Affairs in 
Berlin, while offering no new concessions, was likely to 
be seen as a further Government overture to the Tory 
Euro-sceptics. 


Mr Hurd down played the importance of next year's 
Inter- Governmental Conference [IGC]. “The IGC will 
not be one of the defining events of the 1990s,” he said. 


Instead he urged the EU nations to remember the lessons 
of the Maastricht Treaty and the importance of the 
principle of subsidiarity by which power rests largely 
with national governments rather than in Brussels. 


“The treaty got through only by a whisker. The people of 
France and Denmark, our Parliament at Westminster 
and the Court at Karlsruhe (in Germany) gave us all 
pause for thought,”” Mr Hurd said. 


“We learnt that Europe must respond to the practical 
needs and concerns of our citizens. We have learned that 
subsidiarity is not just a fancy word. It is essential in 
assuring our people that they are involved in the future 
of Europe, not ignored by it.” 


While EU institutions had z role, for example, in enforcing 
the disciplines of a single market or EU competition rules, 
other areas must remain beyond their control. 
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“They are not right for the common foreign and security 
policy, or for justice and home affairs. These are areas 
where governments act together,” he said. 


Although there was room for greater co-operation 
between the EU countries on defence matters, such as 
international peacekeeping operations, this did not 
mean there should be a European army. 


“Decisions about military engagement are decisions about 
the lives of soldiers and citizens. They can only be taken by 
sovereign governments,” the Foreign Secretary said. 


He spoke of the need to reach a “typically British, 
pragmatic” compromise between an integrated Europe 
on the one hand and a continent of competing national- 
isms on the cther. 


“The sort of co-operation we have achieved in the single 
market and the community institutions is vital and must be 
sustained but the nation states have a future as well. The 
answer must lie in striking a balance between the two.” 


Mr Hurd sought to play down the importance of the 
Paris-Bonn axis in the community and emphasised instead 
the common interest of Britain and Germany in promoting 
deregulation and free trade and tackling fraud. 


“The Franco-German relationship cannot be exclusive 
or dominant,” he said. 


“It is wrong to pretend that Europe has just one motor. 
There are several and the British-German motor is one 
of the more important. It runs rather quietly, but then 
good motors usually do,” added Mr Hurd. 


Portugal Wants To Accelerate WEU Autonomy 


BR2802153795 Lisbon DIARIO DE NOTICIAS 
in Portuguese 26 Feb 95 p 5 


[Unattributed report: “Portugal Wishes To Accelerate 
European ‘Armed Wing’) 


[FBIS Translated Text] The Portuguese presidency of the 
Western European Union (WEU) could be decisive for 
the organization's gaining autonomy with respect to 
NATO and for its being turned into the European 
Union's future “armed wing.” 


Portugal will submit to the other WEU member states 
(minus Ireland, Austria, Sweden, Finland, and Den- 
mark) eight projects aimed at giving the organization a 
political-military decisionmaking structur> and real 
operational capabilities. 


“Giving the WEU autonomous operational capabilities 
is the main aim of the Portuguese presidency, which ends 
in June, Ambassador Martins da Cruz, Portugal's per- 
manent representative in the organization, stated. The 
Portuguese presidency wishes to have the plans 
approved at the organization's council of ministers’ 
meeting, to be held in Lisbon 15 May. 
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Martins da Cruz acknowledged that the task “is ambi- 
tious, but, according to WEU officials, it could be 
facilitated by "a certain disenchantment“ with the U.S. 
attitude to the “European defense identity.“ 


One of the cornerstones is acceptance of the principle 
that all the military units of the European countries 
belonging to NATO “are usable by the WEU” for 
operations of a humanitarian nature, for peacekeeping, 
or peace enforcement. 


“If the proposals are approved, the WEU will for the first 
time have the means to decide to do what NATO does not 
wish to do, because of the opposition of its non-European 
member states—principally, the United States,” Martins 
da Cruz said. And as an instance, he stated that if the 
United States disagrees with an operation proposed by the 
European allies, the latter will be able to carry it out within 
the WEU framework, using the organization's own struc- 
tures and military means, but the United States will always 
have to give its endorsement. 


Moreover, the WEU’s use of the alliance’s integrated 
military structure presupposes the operations being ulti- 
mately commanded by the supreme commander of the 
alliance’s forces, who is always a U.S. general. 


Martins da Cruz announced that if Portugal's proposals 
are approved, the WEU's new political-military deci- 
sionmaking structure will be tested in a crisis simulation 
exercise, probably in June. 


Another of the tasks of the Portuguese presidency of the 
WEU, according to Martins da Cruz, is to promote a 
reflection on the new security conditions in Europe. 
Thus a seminar for senior officials of the WEU countries 
on the organization's contribution to the intergovern- 
mental conference which will review the Maastricht 
treaty in 1996, and at which the strengthening of the 
WEWU's role is one of the most widely expected decisions, 
is envisaged for June in Portugal. 


Japan, Canada To Test Communications Network 
Linkage 

OW2802024695 Tokyo MAINICHI SHIMBUN 

in Japanese 27 Feb 95 Morning Edition p 3 


[By Akio Murata] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Brussels, 26 Feb—Posts and Tele- 
communications Minister Shun Oide held a meeting with 
Canadian Minister of Industry John Manley in Brussels on 
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26 February and agreed to carry out tests on the mutual 
linking of experimental high-speed communications net- 
works between Japan and Canada. Tests will be held 
between the two countries for the time being, but they plan 
to expand it to all the member of the Group of Seven (G-7) 
major industrialized countries in the future. 


on Bank Sees Problems for Franc, 
ompetitiveness 

BR2802141895 Brussels RTBF-! Television Network 
in French 1830 GMT 27 Feb 95 


[Video report by Paul Istace] 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt} [Announcer] The downfail of 
the British Barings Bank has also caused a shock wave on 
the currency markets, which are very worried that the 
Bank of England was not able to anticipate and prevent 
the catastrophe. The weakest currencies, and especially 
the pound sterling, are dropping everywhere. Among the 
strong currencies, the German mark once again is the big 
winner, but the Iinkage of the Belgian franc to the 
invincible mark has begun to cause pr~biems. 


[Begin recording] [Isiace] [passage omitted on devalua- 
tions of the pound, lira, and French franc] The develop- 
ments highlight the strength of the Belgian franc, which 
is tightly linked to the German mark, but the Germans 
and the Belgians are beginning to worry that the cost of 
this strong position will be too high and that it will slow 
down economic growth. 


[Peter Praet, identified by screen caption as representa- 
tive of the Societe General de Banque] I think it is still 
too early to say this; we have to see whether the revalu- 
ation of these currencies will continue in the weeks to 
come. We hope that this situation will be corrected and 
that the markets will calm down again. But I have to 
admit that right now we are quite worried. 


[Istace} The government only recently stressed once 
again that Belgian competitiveness is an important 
factor. How can we remain competitive under these 
circumstances? 


[Praet] I think it is essential for Belgium to have a certain 
monetary stability with a view to the establishment of 
the European single market. We do not have it, and that 
is the goal of European Monetary Union. The question is 
whether politicians will be able to act rapidly enough to 
avoid problems at the actual economic level. That is the 
problem. [end recording] 
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Results of G-7 Summit Meeting in Brussels Noted 


BR2802154995 Paris LA TRIBUNE DESFOSSES 
in French 27 Feb 95 p 10 


[Report by Thierry del Jesus and Marc Paolini: “Informa- 
tion Superhighways: G-7 Lays Down Rules of the Game”] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Brussels—The seven most indus- 
tnalized countries meeting this weekend in Brussels for a 
G-7 meting devoted exclusively to new information tech- 
nology promised they would cooperate in building a 
“global information society.” In the final resolution docu- 
ment they recognized the irreversibility of the process that 
has begun: “The flexible and effective switch to the infor- 
mation society is one of the most important tasks to be 
undertaken in the last decade of the 20th century.” 


Differences of Opinion Kept Out of Sight 


While they await the next stage in Halifax (Canada) in 
mid-June where the G-7 heads of state and government 
will have to define their action plan more precisely, the 
ministers adopted eight major guidelines taking care to 
keep their differences of opinion out of sight, especially 
in areas such as the deregulation of the telecoms market 
which is of key concern to the representatives of industry 
who had been invited for the first time ever to this kind 
of summit. 


According to the chairman's conclusion, the ministers of 
the United States, Japan, Germany, the United 
Kingdom, Canada, Italy, and France undertook to “pro- 
mote dynamic competition,” to “encourage private 
investment,” to “define an evolving regulatory frame- 
work,” and finally to “ensure open access to networks.” 


At the same tume they wish “to guarantce a universal 
offer and access to services,” “promote a citizen's 
equality of choice,” and the “diversity of content, 
including cultural and linguistic diversity,” and finally 
“to recognize the need for worldwide cooperation by 
paying special attention to the less countries.” 
South African Vice President Thabo M’baki, the only 
third world representative to be invited, expressed his 
fear on this point that a gap would open up between 
“those who can communicate and those who cannot.” 


Behind these leading principles the G-7 has also adopted 
general measures which will be the subject of stiff 
negotiating before they can be implemented. These mea- 
sures involve the interconnectability and interopera- 
bility of networks, the development of world markets for 
these infrastructures and services, respect for privacy 
and data security, the protection of intellectual property 
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rights, cooperation in terms of research and the develop- 
ment of new applications, and finally the contro! of 
social implications that such an information society 
would have. 

This last economic and regu!ziory section will be by far 
the most difficult to negotiate, despite the consensus 
displayed this weekend on the goal to be reached. Martin 
Bangemann, European commissioner in charge of 
industry and telecoms, particularly stressed the need to 
develop the right to compete. The text of the final 
resoluticn was most revealing on this point. One of the 
last draft versions mentioned that one of the \:ading 
principles was “fair competition.” This was a much too 
ambiguous term for many of the participants whe opted 
at the end of the day for the much less committing 
adjective “dynamic.” 

‘Satisfactory’ Semantic Comproriise 

Jose Rossi, French minister for industry, post, and 
telecommunications, nevertheless said he was satisfied 
with this semantic compromise. You have to understand 
it to mean, he explained, competition that is not hin- 
dered either by “protectionist measures or the abuse of 
positions of dominance.” 

All the questions raised at the G-7 meeting should be 
answered to an initial degree in the |! pilot projects 
launched at the summit. France will run two of these 
projects, one placing new technology at the service of 
transnational education and training and the other 
aimed at producing electronic libranes. 


IMF Director Praises Stability of Austrian 
Schilling 


AU2802160395 Vienna DIE PRESSE in German 
28 Feb 95 p 18 


{(FBIS Translated Text] During a confidential talk with 
President Thomas Klestil yesterday, IMF Directo: Gen- 
eral Michel Camdessus praised the stability of the Aus- 
trian schilling. The discussion focused on the timeframe 
for founding the European Monetary Union, coping with 
the Mexican currency crisis, and the economic and 
financial situation in the reform countnes and in Russia. 


Austria was able to get into the EU with the strong 
schilling and good preparation, Camdessus said. There- 
fore, the IMF chief counts Austra among the “hard 
core” countries that will form the monetary union right 
from the start. Camdessus cited the iurn of the millen- 
nium as the potential date. 

Klestil pointed out that the older generation in particular, 
who have lost their savings twice, now fully trust the 
schilling. For a transition period it may be advisable to 
keep the national currency as the “Euroschilling.” he said. 
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Klestil: Reaffirmation of State Treaty 
“Unacceptable” 

AUO0103112795 Vienna WIENER ZEITUNG in 
German I Mar 95 pp 1,2 


{[Unattnbuted report: “Ongoing Discussion About Neu- 
trality™] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Like President Thomas Klestil, 
government leaders in Vienna are also against Russia's 
desire to once again reaffirm the State Treaty in a 
statement on Austrian-Russian relations. After the Cab- 
inet meeting on Tuesday (28 Februar, ; Chancellor Franz 
Vraniizky said that he considers such a treaty or state- 
ment to be “dispensable.” 


Vice Chancellor Erhard Busek even said that, in view of 
the Russian wishes, it 1s questionable whether a visit by 
President Boris Yeltsin to Austra ts appropriate at all. 
President Klestil has invited the heads of state of the four 
signatory states of the Austrian State Treaty to Vienna 
for the celebration of the 50th anniversary of the Second 
Republic. 


Vranitzky stressed that Austria has excellent relations 
with many states without any statements or agreements. 
Relations between Austra and Russia are traditionally 
good. Cooperation and harmony will continue to be 
good also without a treaty. The State Treaty has existed 
for 40 years, new «<, otiations or a new formulation are 
not necessary, in th. chancellor's view. 


On principle, Vranitzky noted regarding the current 
debate, this 1s a situation where the discussion is focused 
on a topic that 1s in no way the most important one. 
Priority must be given to the cultivation of Austrian- 
Russian cooperation at the economic and ci/‘ura! level. 


Busek pointed out that Russia has not concluded any 
statements with other states, such as Finland, Sweden, or 
Germany. 


AUSTRIA 7 


On Monday evening, President Thomas Kiesti! said that 
Russia's desire to reaffirm the State Treaty in a state- 
ment on Austrian-Russian relations 1s “unacceptable.” 
Over the past few days it has become clear in talks 
between Vienna and Moscow that the Russian side 
wants to reaffirm once again the State Treaty or the 
neutral status, or at least the State Treaty by itself in the 
document, which Russia is urging to be signed on the 
occasion of President Boris Yeltsin's visit to Austria. 


In his talk with British Foreign Secretary Douglas Hurd 
on Monday, neutrality and the State Treaty did not play 
a role, Kiestil said. Hurd considers the State Treaty to be 
a document of the past and neutrality to be “an internal 
Austrian affair,” Klestil said. 


On Monday evening, Nationalrat President Heinz Fis- 
cher noted that there is a far-reaching corsensus between 
the Social Democratic Party of Austria [SPOe] and the 
Austrian People’s Party [OeVP] regarding neutrality. 
Austria joined the EU as a neutral state and will now 
participate with solidarity in the architecture of a Euro- 
pean security system. The discussion on that will take 
several years. Only when specific results have been 
achieved should Austria take appropriate steps. Right 
now, the constitutional law regarding neutrality is in 
effeci. Fischer affirmed his view that neutrality should 
be preserved and not denigrated as long as there is 
nothing better. Fischer does not see “any need” for 
efforts on Austria’s part to have the State Treaty 
declared obsolete quickly. 


Greens floor leader Madeleine Petrovic defended Aus- 
tria’s permanent neutrality and came out in favor of 
continuing to actively use and expand this instrument. 
At the same time, she criticized the president's attitude 
on this matter and also came out in favor of abolishing 
his office. 
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Belgium 


Vandenbroucke Remains; Gore Supports Claes 


BR2702163895 Antwerp GAZET VAN ANTWERPEN 
in Dutch 27 Feb 95 pp 1.5 


{Article signed “GT™: “Vandenbroucke Wants To 
Inform Justice™} 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Former SP [Socialist Party] 
Chairman and current Foreign Minister Frank Vanden- 
broucke wants to make known new elements regarding 
the SP’s financing to the judicial authorities. To this end 
he would like to be questioned as soon as possible. 
However, Vandenbroucke sees no reason why he should 


resign right now. 


Vardlenbroucke made these statements on the BRTN 
jftecatsh Radio and Television] program “The Seventh 
Thuy. The SP minister said he has various information, 
ayv:7s from Agusta, which he would like to communicate 
w é «dae authorities. It ts reportedly connected to 
the wa, in which Vandenbroucke experienced the SP’s 
financ.vig as SP chairman. Because he says this informa- 
tion is to his advantage he does not want to inform the 
press in advance. 


Vandenbroucke also emphasized that he has not been 
charged with any concrete offense so far and conse- 
quently there is no need for him to step down. He 
pointed out that Prime Minister Dehaene and his own 
party executive reiterated their supovort. 


Vandenbroucke Not Stepping Down 


Reacting to Liege PS [Walloon Socialisi Party] Mayor 
and former Minister Jean-Maurice Dehousse’s statement 
to the RTBF [Walloon Radio and Television] that Frank 
Vandenbroucke should quit as minister in order to be in 
a better position to defend himself, and that Guy Spitaels 
was forced to step down for less than that, Vanden- 
broucke answered yesterday on the BRTN program 
“The Seventh Day” that the situation is not the same, 
precisely because there is no reason why he should 
defend himself yet. 


The SP heavyweight added: “However, if certain people 
within the majority believe that I can no longer function 
right now because of all the commotion, even though I 
have not been accused of anything, I will quit right 
away.” He added that he would immediately assent to 
his parliamentary immunity being lifted if he should be 
requested to do so. “If this were to happen within the 
context of an accusation, | will resign immediately.” 


Vandenbroucke said he was “not yet 100 percent pessi- 
mistic” about the elections to be held within three 
months. He emphasized that SP Chairman Tobback is 
“compiectely incorruptible” and has “nothing to 
reproach himself with.” He also argued that the social- 
ists’ participation is urgently required at a moment when 
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social security is reformed, and that the SP must there- 
fore ask for the voters’ support. 


Claes 


In the meantime, a survey conducted by HET LAATSTE 
NIEUWS among 500 Flemings, revealed that 96.4 per- 
cent of the Flemings want NATO Secretary General 
Claes to step down. Even the SP votcrs have let Claes 
down: 91 percent demand his resignation. In addition, 
73.8 percent of the Flemings believe that SP Chairman 
Tobback should also quit. The judgment is a little more 
lenient for Vandenbroucke although still 65.2 percent 
say he should go. 


In the meantime U.S. Vice President Al Gore stated in 
Brussels, where he attended the G-7 Information 
Summit, that he sees no reason so far why Claes should 
step down as a result of the Agusta case. 


Gere Confirms Support for Claes 


BRO103084295 Antwerp GAZET VAN ANTWERPEN 
in Dutch 28 Feb 95 p 6 


{[Unattributed article: “United States Retaining Confi- 
dence in Claes”] 


[FBIS Translated Text] The United States remains fully 
confident in NATO Secretary General Willy Claes, U.S. 
Vice President Al Gore stated last Monday night after a 
short visit to the alliance’s headquarters where the much- 
plagued Claes was playing hide-and-seek with the press. 


At a press conference after his meeting with Claes and 
with the NATO countries’ ambassadors, Gore stated that 
Washington is grateful to Claes for his “vigorous and 
excellent leadership” and continues to stand behind the 


secretary general. 


Contrary to usual practice Claes himself did not atiend 
the press conference. According to a spokesman he had 
an “urgent appointment” elsewhere. 


On Monday, NATO observers pointed out sat the 
NATO boss’ behavior is extremely apprehensive. “He 
moves through the alliance’s offices like a stealth 
bomber,” an observer said, referring to the highly sophis- 
ticated U.S. bomber which fools radars, and was there- 
fore given the name “stealth.” 


The fact that the NATO chief fails to attend the press 
conference is very unusual for the alliance where every- 
thing is organizcd with military precision and planned a 
long time in advance. From the very moment Gore arrived 
it was clear that the tormented Flemish socialist wanied to 
avoid every contact with the press. Peeping occasionally 
around the corner he waited at a safe distance from the 
main entrance for the vice-president’s motorcade to arvive. 
When it did arrive, Claes ran out and disappeared back 
inside just as quickly, along with Gore. 
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On Wednesday the secretary general is leaving for a 
10-day tour through Canada and the United States. It 
seems out of the question that he will be abdle to continue 
to play hide-and-seek there. 


In any case, he will be far away from the European press 
which 1s demanding his resignation in its columns. 


VLD Asks Claes To Step Down 


BR2802152995 Groot-Bijgaarden DE STANDAARD in 
Dutch 28 Feb 95 p 1 


[Report by Pol Van Den Driessche: “Electoral Impact of 
Agusta Case Can Clear Way for Three-Party Cabinet”’] 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Brussels—Senior politicians 
and observers in the rue de la Loi [Parliament] do not 
rule out the possibility that after the 21 May elections a 
government will be formed which will be made up of the 
three traditional political families, a so-called three- 
party cabinet. Not because of the economic situation or 
in order to carry out a new phase of the state reform, but 
because the electoral consequences of the Agusta case 
might exclude any other formula. [passage omitted] 


Top-ranking politicians from other parties are also 
unhappy with the malignant spread of the “scandalitis” 
virus to almost all rue de la Loi frequenters. They fear 
that the entire political establishment, with the exception 
of the extremists, will suffer from the Agusta scandal and 
from everything which will yet be said and written in the 
weeks which separate us from the election day. Tobback 
emphasized that he would not be happy at all if “some- 
one else” would also get into trouble. 


VLD [Flemish Liberal Democrats] Chairman Guy Ver- 
hofstadt was not so gentle. For the Flemish liberals, Vice 
Prime Minister Frank Vandenbroucke and NATO Sec- 
retary General Willy Claes no longer have the “necessary 
moral authority” to hold their offices. It would be 
advisable for them to step down, the VLD leader sug- 
gested. Tobback aides labelled this 2 “weak” statement. 
It will certainly not improve human relations between 
the “reds” and the “blues.” 


Nevertheless, both camps as well as the Flemish Chris- 
tian Democrats are gradually contemplating the possi- 
bility that they will have to sit around the negotiation 
table with their corresponding sister parties in French- 
speaking Belgium in order to form a new federal govern- 
ment. If the voter deals an electoral blow to all tradi- 
tional formations on 21 May, it is conceivable that both 
a Christian-red coalition and a Christian-blue alliance 
will fail to gain a majority. 


Yesterday night a party leader used the term “Antwerp- 
like situations” when he considered the prospects. 

Daily: Nation's Prestige at Stake 
BR2702161395 Groot-Bijgaarden DE STANDAARD in 
Dutch 27 Feb 95 p 7 


[Commentary by Dirk Achten: “Insufficient Proof”] 
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[FBIS Translated Text] A drawn Frank Vandenbroucke 
yesterday stated during the calm of the weekend that as 
SP [Flemish Socialist Party] leader he had done his 
utmost to put the disastrous system of the party's 
finances on the right road. He believed he had been 
successful in this and then he and his party were over- 
taken by the calamity of the Agusta affair. 


Vandenbroucke does not dispute that this is an 
extremely serious matter. He notes with consternation 
that things are not always what they seem and laws, 
regulations, and standing orders are not enough to 
ensure that actual practices follow well-defined lines. 


But what are the origins of this avalanche of scandals? 
Why now? Luc Huyse, a lecturer from Louvain, argues 
that values have changed. That the network of all kinds 
of moderate donations and gifts which financed the 
parties until late into the 1980's suddenly came under 
pressure and suspicion. He believes that this historical 
background should not be ignored when looking ai the 
Agusta affair. Which is correct. But does this mean that 
the SP is simply the victim of a sudden. arbitrary change 
in our sense of values? That what was acceptable in 1988 
is not acceptable today, and that the SP is having to 
suffer the consequences” 


Such reasoning is tco easy. The increasingly widespread 
practice of gifts to political parties certa‘nly left the door 
open to malpractice. Ard it seems that the thin dividing 
line between gifts and bribes became increasingly thin 
for some. And at local level too. The problem in this is 
not the gifts as such. We should remember that in some 
countries, and not always the smallest, this remains the 
principal source of finance for political life. The problem 
lies with the checks they are subject to. There was going 
to be a price to pay for this, with scandals, and reactions. 
It is not surprising that this has now happened. It is 
surprising that it did not happen before. 


According to the leaked information, the Agusta affair is 
not a question of a gift, of a party being the victim of a 
change in mentality. What reason could an Italian heii- 
copter company in difficulty possibly have for financing 
the Flemish Socialists? A deep-rooted commitment to 
the thinking of the Flemish left? Come on. This payment 
was made in return for a service requested, and ren- 
dered. This is bribery and, hopefully, has notning to do 
with any change in values. It was a criminal offense in 
1988 and it remains one today. 


Also, and in all the uproar this is often forgotten, the 
original reason for the criminal investigation in Liege 
was not the payment of bribes by Agusta, but the murder 
of Andre Cools. The link between the two has not yet 
been established, but who can dare claim that this is an 
ordinary affair? 

The SP leaders are calling for the matter to be quickly 
cleared up as the party cannot stand up to months of 
pressure. The position of NATO Secretary Genvcral Willy 
Claes is weaker than ever. There is now a very real 
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questionmark as to whether he can remain in his post. 
The next few days are not only going to be decisive for 
him, but for the prestige of the whole country. 


But it is not finished yet. There are still too many missing 
elements in this case. The law can recover a lot of the lost 
prestige if it can come up with proof and conclusions in 
this case. With the real possibility that this proof will 
reveal a terrible truth. 


Daily: Barings Failure Blow for Regulation 
Opponents 


BR2802151895 Groot-Bijgaarden DE STANDAARD in 
Dr sch 28 Feb 95 p 11 


[Commentary by Bart Sturtewagen: “Finance Fiction”] 


{[FBIS Translated Text] The idea that a 28-year-old 
employee can, at a stroke, cause the collapse of a highly 
venerated British bank with a reputation established 
over nearly 200 years is worrying to say the least. Long 
after the grey men of the board of governors in London 
had hung up their pinstripe suits and gone home to bed, 
a maverick trader in Singapore continued to gamble with 
the fate of the governors, employees, customers, and 
Opposing parties. 

Nightmare visions of a domino effect are conjured up, 
with one bank drawing the other into difficulties, until 
financial markets come to a standstill, with incalculable 
consequences for the world economy. But this danger, 
the system risk, should not be exaggerated. 


The affair involves a medium-sized institution. The 
financial network is not in jeopardy. After the fisst 
shock, the financial markets are coming to realize this. 
The system has already survived worse crises, such as the 
near collapse of the American savings bank sector, the 
collapse of the Bank of Credit and Commerce which was 
revealed to have operated entirely on criminal princi- 
ples, the failure of the Olympia & York real estate 
company, and of the leading Spanish bank Banesto. 


Even the blatant bankruptcy of a growth country such as 
Mexico, with all the consequences that could have had 
for investors in the country, was able to be avoided, even 
if only at the very last moment. But that does not mean 
that the Barings affair is of no significance. The big 
players in the financial juggling show had previously 
shrugged off the likelihood of such a scenario. “Finance 
fiction,” they said. “Our internal control systems are 
watertight, we check who we are trading with and trading 
in products which have acquired a dubious reputation is 
concentrated in a number of major firms with a cast-iron 
reputation.” 


More regulation would obstruct the development of a 
flourishing growth industry, at the expense of jobs and 
economic growth, they said, not entirely without self- 
interest. 
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The monetary experts and politicians took a differenti 
view, with their growing feeling that a monster was 
developing in their midst which could one day turn 
against them with disastrous consequences. A lack of 
understanding of the mechanisms used may well some- 
times be the reason. But it is common knowledge that 
even in the highest banking circles not everyone is able to 
follow the rapid development of financial products. 


The beliefs of the “laissez-faire” ideologists are now in 
tatters. A bank with an excellent reputation, tracing ina 
regulated market, namely futures on the Japanese share 
index, and in Singapore where control is stricter than 
average, is now at its last gasp due to the actions of just 
one man. If it can go wrong there, then something very 
serious is amiss. The fact that it is probably not a case of 
an unfortunate transaction but of wrong-doing, does not 
alter the conclusions to be drawn. It means that the 
existing control procedures failed. This is an incident 
which the opponents of more regulation could have well 
done without. 


Netherlands 


Kok: U.S. Peacekeeping Curtailment ‘Dangerous, 
Worrying’ 

BRO103113295 Amsterdam DE VOLKSKRANT in 
Dutch I Mar 95 p 1 


[Report by Oscar Garschagen: “Clinton Promises Kok 
Support in UN Actions”’] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Washington—President Clinton 
assured the Netherlands Government on Tuesday [28 
February] that the United States will continue to play 
“an active leadership role” in the world and will also be 
involved in future U.N. peacekeeping operations. “‘] will 
do everything to prevent the United States from relin- 
quishing its leadership role and responsibilities,” Presi- 
dent Clinton said at the White House, with Prime 
Minister Kok at his side. 


During his meeting with U.S. Government leaders which 
lasted nearly three hours and the subsequent press con- 
ference, Kok raised the concern felt in the Netherlands 
and Europe regarding “the isolationist inclinations in 
American society and politics.” 


Kok did not believe that Europe can continue toward 
integration without close transatlantic cooperation. 
“Without close ties with the United States, European 
integration will not be successful,” the prime minister 
stated. After his talks with Clinton he added that U.S. 
leadership remained crucial in the areas of trade, invest- 
ment, and security. 


Clinton assured him that his government would certainly 
not be turning its back on the United Nations and the 
world. “I share the concern of the Netherlands Govern- 
ment. We need international cooperation for long-term 
peace and prosperity, we need economic growth in the 
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world,” Clinton stated. His message to Congress was that 
isolationism “would be very costly and detrimental” for 
America, and would “simply make the problems worse.” 


Clinton explained that the United States will continue to 
support the UN peacekeeping operations without any 
curtailment, but that there was little he could do about 
the reduction in American contributions to the peace- 
keeping ‘und. “That was laid down in law last year and 
I must implement the law.” 


Kok described this as “a shame, and dangerous and 
worrying” as there is the danger that other countries will 
also seek to reduce their contributions to the UN peace- 
keeping fund. “This reduction in the American contri- 
bution is not a correction of an imbalance and it is 
unjustifiable to ask for a larger contribution from other 
countries,” was Kok’s response. He expressed the hope 
that the last word had not yet been said on this matter. 


While Clinton nodded in agreement, Kok said that 
isolationist tendencies in the U.S. Congress were very 
dangerous. The prime minister said that he had the 
strong impression that not all Republican members of 
the House of Representatives and the Senate properly 
understand the interests which are at stake. On the 
subject of Senator Dole’s proposal to lift the arms 
embargo against Bosnia, Kok said that the senators “are 
not aware of the reality of the situation.” 


The previous day Kok and Van Mierlo had tried in vain 
to make it clear to Dole exactly what the consequences 
would be for the United Nations, Bosnia, and Nether- 
lands troops, if the much criticized plan is pursued to 
unilaterally lift the arms embargo against Bosnia. For- 
eign Minister Van Mierlo believed that there is “hope- 
fully still scope to bring Congress around to another way 
of thinking,” on the subject of UN contributions and the 
arms embargo against Bosnia. Van Mierlo is considering 
submitting to European foreign ministers a proposal to 
take joint action designed to better inform Congress 
about UN financing and activities in Bosnia. “Most 
members of Congress are unaware that Netherlands 
troops are doing very good work at the most dangerous 
places in Bosnia,” Van Mierlo believed. 


At the end of the second day of the “official working 
visit” by Kok and Van Mierlo, Clinton praised the 
Netherlands efforts in Bosnia and thanked the Nether- 
lands for its contribution to the UN force which is to be 
stationed in Haiti at the end of March. 


Minister Van Mierlo asked his U.S. counterpart Chris- 
topher to look at ways in which the United States could 
contribute to the economic reconstruction of Suriname, 
where, he believed, there is now an opportunity for 
improvement. The Netherlands Government is setting 
up an investment fund for Suriname and wants the 
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United States and the IMF to consider what financial 
assistance they could possibly provide. 


Clinton Presses Kok To Buy Apache Helicopter 


BRO103113095 Amsterdam HET FINANCIEELE 
DAGBLAD in Dutch 1 Mar 95 p 1 


{Unattributed report: “Clinton Recommends Apache 
Helicopter’’] 

[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Washington—During Prime 
Minister Kok’s visit to the White House on Tuesday [28 
February} President Bill Clinton once again attempted to 
convince The Hague to purchase the American Apache 
helicopters from McDonnell Dougis. [passage omitted 
on Kok’s press conference] 


Although the topic was not on the agenda, Clinton seized 
the opportunity of the visit to recommend the Apache 
helicopter. Washington wants the Netherlands order of 
30 to 40 combat helicopters for the Air Mobile Brigade 
to be placed with McDonnell Douglas. The 1.3- 
billion-guilder order would be a major boost to the U.S. 
defense industry. 


“I reiterated my viewpoints on two matters,” Clinton 
said. “The good quality of the American helicopters and 
the importance of operational standards within NATO.” 
The President added that he had brought up the “right 
points in the right way” and that Kok had made it clear 
to him that a decision had not yet been made. 


Clinton had previously contacted Kok over the phone 
and in a letter to promote the Apache. The President, 
who behaves more than any of his predecessors as a 
commercial attache, had also promoted McDonnell 
Douglas during a personal discussion with Kok at the 
Budapest CSCE conference in December, an American 
diplomat said. 


During their talks Kok and Clinton also emphasized the 
need for further eastward European integration without, 
however, isolating Russia. 


Daily: Government Prefers Apache 


BR2802110695 Rotterdam ALGEMEEN DAGBLAD in 
Dutch 28 Feb 95 p 1 


[Report by Bernard Hammelburg and Ton Olde Monni- 
khof: “U.S. Helicopter in the Lead” } 


[FBIS Translated Text] Washington—The chances that 
the Netherlands will prefer the U.S. Apache helicopter to 
the French- German Tigre have risen considerably. 


Yesterday after talks with Defense Secretary Perry, 
Prime Minister Kok, who with Foreign Minister Van 
Mierlo is in Washington for a two-day visit, refused to 
comment on such speculations, but diplomatic sources 
claimed that the Apache’s chances are “reasonably 


good. ” 
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“We are not negotiating here. We are not here to do 
business,” Kok stated. ““We outlined to Perry the discus- 
sion that has been taking place in the Netherlands; 
several times the word quality was used,” the prime 
minister added. 


U.S. spokesmen denied that they are pressuring the 
Netherlands Government. They claim that they do not 
consider the Netherlands purchase a choice between 
“Europe” or the United States. The Americans want the 
Netherlands to “purchase a helicopter which it is able to 
use as a NATO partner.” 


Military experts consider the Apache “best choice” 
because it has already proven its usefulness, such as in 
the Gulf War, whereas the Tigre is still under develop- 
ment. The VVD [People’s Party for Freedom and 
Democracy] supports Defense Minister Voorhoeve who 
clearly prefers the McDonnell Douglas aircraft. 
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The government and the Second Chamber want the 
order to be compensated with return orders for Nether- 
lands industry. France’s Aerospatiale, which is devel- 
oping the Tigre in cooperation with Germany’s DASA 
[German Aerospace Airbus], would be able to meet this 
compensation condition by involving Fokker in the 
further development and production of the new heli- 
copter. That is why this aircraft has been preferred thus 
far by the Economic Affairs Ministry. 


It is as yet uncertain whether the United States will offer 
interesting compensation orders. In the past (with the 
purchase of the Orion aircraft and the Patriot missile) 
compensations were promised but they have hardly 
materialized. The reason is that the U.S. Government 
does not have the authority to force industry to place 
orders in the Netherlands or—as hoped for in the case of 
Apache—to subcontract maintenance orders to Fokker. 
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Sinn Fein’s Adams Responds to Framework 
Document 


MS2802135095 Dublin THE IRISH TIMES in English 
27 Feb 95 p 6 


[Extracts from address by Sinn Fein president Mr Gerry 
Adams, to the Sinn Fein annual conference in Dublin on 
25 Feb; passages within slantlines published in Gaelic] 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] The following are extracts 
from the address by the Sinn Fein President, Mr Gerry 
Adams, to the party's ard-fheis [annual conference] in 
the Mansion House, Dublin, on Saturday [25 February]:- 


1994 was the year which saw the first fruits of our recent 
efforts to strengthen the nationalist agenda and to end 
British and unionist domination. It was the year when 
Sinn Fein’s crucial and pivotal role in laying the foun- 
dation for the peace process became clear. 


But we have yet to get peace. There is a hard road yet to 
be travelled. Peace means justice. Justice demands 
freedom. [passage in Gaelic omitted] 


I extend a special word of solidarity to the families of 
republican prisoners, and, especially those prisoners in 
Britain and in other jails outside Ireland. I extend a 
hearty /cead mile failte/ to those who have come from 
prisons to this ard-fheis. We are totally committed to the 
release of all political prisoners. There cannot be a peace 
settlement without them. 


The most significant contribution to the peace process 
came on 31 August when the IRA leadership announced 
the cessation of military operations. This was a coura- 
geous initiative, universally recognised and applauded 
throughout the world. 


For many republicans it was also unsettling, difficult and 
traumatic. For over two decades, IRA volunteers had 
conducted an unprecedented and unbroken period of 
armed resistance. For many republicans this was one of 
the certainties of our time and of our struggle. 


The 31 August statement changed all that. But it not only 
removed one of the certainties for us, it also put the onus 
on the British and persuaded the loyalists to call a 
tactical halt to their campaign. It put a moral obligation 
on all who portrayed the IRA operations as the cause of 
our troubles. 


Now in the absence of these operations, how have they 
dealt with the real cause of our troubles? 


The IRA’s initiative has also placed a heavy responsi- 
bility upon us and upon everyone committed to ending 
conflict in this country. We must all become guarantors 
of the peace process. We must bring it to a democratic 
conclusion. That is the implicit and explicit import of 
the IRA’s statement. 


The IRA’s initiative was a brave one. To sue for peace is 
a noble thing and the 3! August initiative was under- 
taken by a confident, united and unbroken army. 
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This ard-fheis commends them for their courage. In 
commending this initiative and the men and women 
volunteers who brought it about, we are mindful also of 
our responsibility to ensure that this opportunity for 
peace is not squandered, that it is built upon and that it 
leads to a permanent peace settlement. 


All of this presents a daunting challenge for us. Sinn Fein 
is still a small party and we have worked at full stretch to 
meet the new demands of the new situation. In my view 
we have yet to fully realise the potential which has been 


opened up for us. 


In order to do this, we need to continually enhance our 
skills and abilities. We also need to be sure about our 
strategy and about our objectives. [his requires constant 
review, self-examination and self-criticism. 


As a means of improving our collective political cohesive- 
ness and unity, I intend to ask the incoming ard- 
chomhairle to call a national review conference, organised 
in the same way as the last delegate conference at Let- 
terkenny. Every single one of us needs to be part of the 
process of preparing this party to fulfil its historic respon- 
sibility in the time ahead. Our principles have not and 
must not change but our strategic objectives, our strategy 
and wur tactics must be rooted in objective reality. 


Great new possibilities have been opened up. In many 
ways we represent potentially the most potent polit'ca! 
tendency on this island. Our struggle has not ended. We 
are in another phase—a new phase of struggle which 
needs new thinking and new tactics. 


We are currently engaged in discussions with represen- 
tatives of the British government, with the Dublin gov- 
ernment, and with the US government. We are in contact 
with all of the main political parties on this island except 
the Ulster Unionist Party and the Democratic Unionist 
Party. 


In time, I hope we can engage with them. I believe it is 
only a matter of time until we do. 


Our task is to articulate the core republican demands in 
a way which is reasonable and attractive to the broad 
mass, of the Irish people. In so doing—and we have had 
some measure of success in that regard—we will reverse 
the years of revisionism, censorship and isolation. We 
will heighten national consciousness and nationalist con- 
fidence and we will put the British and their allies on the 
defensive. 


One of the most significant advances of recent times is 
the widespread acceptance that an internal six-county 
settlement is not a solution. Some have come to this 
position because they recognise the failure of partition, 
and the reality that it is not only the governance of the 
six counties which has been the problem—it is the 
existence of the statelet itself. 
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Others who may not share that view or who see no other 
way forward have concluded also that an internal settle- 
ment is not a solution because all other options have 
failed. 


We want to see an end to partition. This is our primary 
objective at this time. 


Our strategy between now and the ending of partition 
should be based upon the widely-accepted view that 
there can be no internal solution, that there has to be 
fundamental change and that during a transitional phase 
there must be maximum democracy. There has also to be 
equality of treatment and parity of esteem. 


The achievement of equality of treatment for national- 
ists in the North will erode the very reason for the 
existence of that statelet. The unionist leaders know this. 
That is why they so dogmatically turn their faces against 
change. 


Unionists traditionally support the union because it 
enables them to be “top of the heap” in the six counties. 
A level playing pitch will make this impossible for them 
in practice and much of unionism will be left without 
any rational basis. 


Apart from this, all citizens have the right to equality of 
treatment. We do not seek preferential treatment v. 
privilege for any section of our people. We have always 
demanded equality. 


The wording of all the statutory undertakings by the 
British is intended to maintain the union. There is a 
general debate about how committed the British are to 
this and there can be no doubt about our commitment to 
bring an end to it. 


But it is important to note that the current British 
position does not prevent, without the stated consent, 
other constitutional changes or political advance which 
falls short of that. 


This is important, for it is in this area of political and 
even constitutional change that the British can be sub- 
jected to a test. 


They need to remove all anti-nationalist symbols and 
appearances from the six-county statelet by providing 
“parity of esteem” in that area and by eliminating as far 
as possible all obvious and visible difference between 
there and the rest of the island of Ireland. They need to 
bring about legislative change to improve the position of 
nationalists while protecting the rights of other citizens. 


Democratic rights include national rights. Nationalists 
in the occupied area are not an ethnic minority living in 
a foreign country. We are Irish people living in Ireland 
against our consent under foreign rule. 


In this respect a phrase which is increasingly gaining 
currency is “parity of esteem”. In a literal sense it 
implies an equality of respect, an equality of opportu- 
nity. In the current political context it has come to mean 
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an equality of respect and treatment for nationalists in 
the North. Ultimately it must apply to everyone on the 
island. 


What does “parity of esteem” mean in practice? Sinn 
Fein believes that this term would be better replaced by 
the more specific term, “equality of treatment”. 


There is a need for: 

1. Equality of opportunity in employment. 

2. Equality of treatment for the Irish culture and iden- 
tity; 

3. Equality of treatment of elected representatives and 
voters, 


4. Proper security provision for all citizens according to 
need; 


5. Equality in the provision of education, particularly 
through the medium of Irish; 


6. Equality of treatment in economic development. 


[Passage in Gaelic omitted] The absence of equality of 
treatment is one of the clearest examples of the failure of 
past and current political and constitutional structures. 
The reality is that the status quo is unacceptable and will 
have to be changed. 


It is often said that there are two traditions, or two 
cultures, in Ireland. There are not. There are scores of 
traditions, maybe hundreds. All making up a diverse and 
rich culture. All equally valid. All part of what we are. 
Female and male. Urban and rural. Small town and hill 
village. Fishing port and island. Inner city and farming 
community. /Gaeltacht and Galltacht./ Labour and 
artisan. Literary and oral. Feminist. Song and dance. 
Orange and green. Pagan and Christian. Protestant and 
Catholic. North and South. East and West. 


The sum total of all of this and all that it represents is 
part of the diversity of Irishness. 


I have consistently argued that the consent and alle- 
giance of unionists is needed to secure a peace settle- 
ment. But unionists cannot have a veto over British 
policy and Mr Major and others must stop pretending 
they have. 


The balance must be tilted away from the negative power 
of veto towards the positive power of consent, of seeking 
consent, of considering consent, of negotiating consent. 
Our proposal that the British join the persuaders is the 
logical extension of this. 


The publication of the Framework Document by 
London and Dublin should now clear the way for inclu- 
sive peace talks and for the next phase of this process. 


Sinn Fein will enter these peace talks on the basis of our 
republican analysis. We will put our view that a lasting 
peace in Ireland can only be based on the right of the 
Irish people to national self-determination and an end to 
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British jurisdiction in our country and the creation of a 
new agreed Irish jurisdiction. 


The Framework Document is a discussion document. 
But its publication by the two governments is a clear 
recognition that partition has failed, that British rule in 
Ireland has failed and that there is no going back to the 
failed policies and structures of the past. 


While the political framework envisaged is clearly an 
all-Ireland one and even though we would like to see this 
more deeply rooted, prescriptive and thoroughgoing, 
Sinn Fein will judge the framework document pragmat- 
ically and in the context of our objectives, policy and 
strategy. 


There are three main areas which need to be dealt with to 
consolidate the peace process. These are: 


1. Constitutional and political change; 
2. Demilitarisation; 
3. Democratic rights. 


There is a need for fundamental constitutional and 
political change if we are to bring this phase of the peace 
process to a democratic conclusion. Sinn Fein’s objective 
is to bring about an inclusive and negotiated end to 
British jurisdiction in Ireland. We seek to replace it with 
a new and agreed Irish jurisdiction. 


In our view this poses no threat to any section of our 
people, including the unionists. However we know that 
others hold a different view. Therefore agreement is 
required. New relationships will have to be forged 
between all the people of our country. 


This will be difficult. It will take time. It will require 
negotiation. It demands inclusive democratic dialogue. It 
demands a process of inclusive negotiations without pre- 
conditions and without any predetermined outcome. 
Negotiations need to take place in a climate where no 
section of our people holds an undemocratic power of veto. 


The British have successfully militarised an essentially 
political problem. The process of demilitarising the 
occupied area has been too slow. There needs to be an 
end to all forms of repressive legislation, an end to house 
raids, arrests and harassment, all our cross-Border roads 
should be opened now. 


There needs to be a decommissioning of all the British 
crown forces, including the disbandment of the RUC 
[Royal Ulster Constabulary]. British spy posts whether 
in housing estates, in sports fields, in farming land, on 
hillsides—wherever they are they should be dismantled. 
If we are to agree a lasting peace, then there needs to be 
the permanent removal of all the guns—British loyalist, 
unionist as well as republican. 


There needs to be speedy movement on the release of all 
political prisoners, whether in Ireland, Britain, Europe 
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or the USA. In the immediate future, Irish prisoners held 
in Britain should be transferred to Ireland to be closer to 
their families. 

It could be argued that some of these issues need careful 
management, that they are part of the give and take, the 
evolution of a peace process. The same thing cannot be 
said about the need to restore democratic rights. The 
peace process can be moved significantly forward by the 
immediate dismantling of undemocratic measures which 
have contributed to the conflict. 


These are not present only in repressive legislation. They 
are part of the system of apartheid—of religious, polit- 
ical and economic discrimination upon which unionist 
and British domination was built. They are part of 
cultural discrimination. 


We need to build an all-Ireland struggle with maximum 
solidarity with Irish nationalists in the North, combined 
with active support for all things national! and progres- 
sive in the South. 


This includes the need to uphold Ireland's right to 
sovereignty over the entire island. The British assertion 
of a claim of sovereignty over a part of our country must 
never be accepted. 


In the USA, and in Britain, the European Union and 
internationally solidarity work must aim to bring max- 
imum pressure on the British government to adopt a 
policy of disengagement based on Britain becoming 
positive persuaders for ending the union. 


For a number of years now, I have promoted the notion 
of a freedom charter or a charter for a new Ireland 
around which the widest section of Irish opinion might 
rally. Such a charter would be useful as an outline of the 
fundamentals of a new national democratic programme 
around which to build, in time, an alliance of progressive 
opinion in Ireland. 


We have already commenced preliminary discussions 
about this with others and this is an idea which we will 
return to in the future. 


But what kind of peace do we seek? Certainly not Pax 
Brittanica. Not one which is imposed at the point of a 
British gun nor one which is dictated by one section of 
Irish people and inflicted on another. We seek a genuine 
peace that enables men and women and nations to grow 
and to hope and to build a better life for their children. 


There is no single, simple key to this peace, no grand or 
magic formula. Genuine peace must be the product of 
everyone, the sum of many acts. It must be dynamic. not 
static, changing to meet the challenges confronting it. 
For peace is a process, a way of solving problems, 
democratically and with mutual respect and under- 
standing. 


Sinn Fein believes that there is a need for the transfor- 
mation of all Irish society, not only in the occupied area 
but throughout the entire island. We believe that there 
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must be fundamental changes in the whole structure and 
nature of Irish political, social, economic and cultural 
life. 


Our vision is of a new beginning for all our people. We 
seek an end to conflict and division. To reverse ine- 
quality and poverty. To establish and to protect the 
rights of children. We seek to enshrine and guarantee the 
rights of women in a new and non-sexist society. 


We demand civil and religious liberties and the separa- 
tion of church from state. We seek a redistribution of 
wealth, a new economic democracy to end unemploy- 
ment anc emigration, to guarantee education, houses 
and jobs. We seek to turn this vision into a reality. 


In all of this there is a need for a healing process. This 
means all of us acknowledging the hurt we have inflicted. 


It is essential in this new era of possibilities that we all 
address honestly and openly the hurt we have caused. I 
have publicly acknowledged the hurt which republicans 
have inflicted on others. I do so again today. For a 
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healing process to work everyone must do this. Repub- 
licans and unionists and loyalists and especially the 
British government. 

Bloody Sunday and the countless other atrocities com- 
mitted by the British and their allies in the loyalist death 
squads are a terrib'e indictment of British policy in 
Ireland. That policy has failed. 

We, in generosity, are prepared to put it all behind us. I 
call upon the British to do likewise. I call upon the 
unionists to join us. To build a new beginning. To face 
into the future. 

I don’t believe for one moment that there is one repub- 
lican who does not understand or appreciate that we are 
engaged in a mighty endeavour. We are seeking to 
conclude what countless others sought and failed to 
achieve—the ending of British involvement in our 
country. We are seeking also to make peace with a 
section of our people whose political leadership has 
sought so far only to oppress us. This is our historic task. 
A peace process has been built. 1994 was a year of 
change. 1995 must consolidate the peace and make 
change irreversible. 
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Sino-U.S. Copyright Treaty, WTO Issues Viewed 


AU2802152595 Duesseldorf HANDELSBLATT in 
German 28 Feb 95 p 2 


[Commentary by Erich Reyhl: “Europe Must Fight for 
Its Interests”) 


[FBIS Translated Text] Geneva—With the conclusion of 
the Sino-U.S. treaty on the protection of intellectual 
property, the problem of copyright piracy has at least 
been diminished for the United States. However, this by 
no means applies to Europe. It has to be assumed that the 
Americans pursued the “trade war” in Beijing to further 
their own interests and not on behalf of Europe and 
other producers of goods that are covered by interna- 
tional regulations regarding intellectual property. 


That is why the U.S. statements on this issue are clear- 
cut. The treaty envisages tough action by the Chinese 
authorities against product piracy as well as market 
access “for U.S. products.” President Bill Clinton 
explained that the treaty served the interests of U.S. 
firms. 


No mention is made of any benefits that might accrue to 
the Europeans as a result, unless those are of an indirect 
kind in the form of the destruction of pirated videos, 
CDs and CD-Roms. However, the steamrollers that 
crushed such pirated material in front of Chinese televi- 
sion cameras provide no guarantee that the expensive 
machinery used to produce the gocds will not be 
installed somewhere else and be used to specialize in 
European or Japanese products. 


The WTO Treaty Is Not Applicable 


The three international organizations that are meant to 
deal with such problems cannot cisange anything about 
that at the present time. The institutions in question are 
the WIPO, the powerless world organization for the pro- 
tection intellectual property, and the world trade organi- 
zations that will exist alimgside each other for some time: 
GATT and the WTO [Worid Trade Organization]. China 
is neither a member of GATT or of the WTO. 


Thus, the new WTO treaty on better protection for 
intellectual property is not applicable. The treaty 
requires members to grant each other most favored 
status, but that too fails to provide any relief. This “most 
favored status” is intended to provide a guarantee that 
any special agreement that is concluded between indi- 
vidual GA’ T or WTO members automatically applies to 
all other members. 


This implicit form of extension for GATT and WTO 
countries does arise in the case of the Sino-U.S. Treaty. 
The situation is completely different from disputes over 
the protection of intellectual property between GATT 
members. 


Thus, the only course open to Europe, especially the 
European Union, is that of acting by itself to safeguard 
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its rights in Beijing. The European Union could also 
threaten the Chinese with a trade war. Whether a 
strategy of this kind would be possible under the current 
French EU presidency, which is being heavily influenced 
by the French presidential election campaign, is ques- 
tionable. France has so many particularist interests to 
defend in China that one must seriously assume that 
Paris would favor the Chinese on the quiet rather than its 
14 EU members. 


In view of these circumstances, the mosi sersible 
strategy would appear to be one of integrating China into 
GATT and the WTO. The problem would then located 
in the place to which the American tour should have led: 
the agencies that have been created for dealing with such 
disputes. 


The negotiations with China have been going on for ycars, 
have seen ups and downs, but have been unsuccessful so 
far. The Americans have tended to apply the brakes most 
of all. However, in view of the recent conclusion of the 
treaty with China, the Americans should be prepared to 
display more of a readiness to permit China's admission. 
That is also how things appear to be viewed in Beijing, 
where the treaty with the United States is being seen as a 
special price to be paid as part of the overall price for 
admission to GATT and the WTO. 


China’s admission to the WTO would mean that the 
“most favored status” issue would arise. All the mem- 
bers would then enjoy the rights that the Americans 
achieved through their separate negotiations—insofar as 
these rights fall within the purview of GATT and the 
WTO. The stress is on the second part of that sentence. 
The extent to which the Sino-U.S. treaty contains com- 
ponents to which other GATT and WTO members 
would be entitled is still something that is not known. 
However, there are supposed to be quite a lot of them. 


It is no coincidence that Washington wanted to settle its 
relationship with China before that economic power'’s 
admission to the world trade agencies. 


Washington Receives a Special Dividend 


The United States has thus acquired a kind of “right of 
primogeniture” with special dividends from China. The 
European Union can once again learn a lesson from the 
Americans in pursuing a vigorous trade policy geared 
toward the attainment of specific objectives. To make up 
for omissions, the European Union must study its books 
very carefully. Europe’s unregulated relationship with 
China does not only consist of—and probably not pri- 
marily—the single chapter entitled the “protection of 
intellectual property,” even if that chapter is particularly 
spectacular. 


Now that the Geneva negotiations with Beijing on its 
admission to GATT and the WTO will probably be 
resumed, every problem can be raised. Business must 
ensure that its experiences are taken into account by the 
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European Union and incorporated into the EU Commis- 
sion mandate for negotiations with China. 


In view of the many layeis of authority in Europe, this is 
much more difficult than in the case of lobbying by U.S. 
business circles in Washington. The levels that have to be 
gone through are the national associations for specific 
branches of industry, national governments, and the 
various European preliminary and full decisionmaking 
bodies. 


Potential Aviation Agreement With U.S. Viewed 


AU2802153895 Duesseldorf HANDELSBLATT in 
German 28 Feb 95 p 10 


[Commentary by Dietrich Zwaetz: “Open Sky”] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Washington—Any future avia- 
tion agreement between the FRG and the United States 
must be “balanced,” that is, take the interests of both 
countries appropriately into account. What Juergen 
Weber, chairman of the Lufthansa board of directors, 
regularly tells to the responsible politicians during his 
visits to the U.S. capital of Washington is seen com- 
pletely differently in the United States. However, for 
decades—since the 1955 aviation agreement was con- 
cluded, which dates back to the postwar period and was 
liberalized only minimally in 1978—U.S. airlines have 
been “more equal” than Lufthansa in traffic to Ger- 
many. Weber puts it unambiguously: “They have 
exploited us.” 


The fact that the Lufthansa chief is already thinking of 
the time after 31 October 1997, when the current interim 
agreement will expire, has a good reason: It is the 
declared goal of the U.S. administration to contractually 
secure an “open sky” with all countries that are commer- 
cially important for the U.S. airlines; and there Germany 
is More interesting with regard to the “beyond” possibil- 
ities, the function as a turntable toward the east and the 
southeast, than the smaller neighboring countries, with 
which such open sky contracts have been concluded. 


Even though Lufthansa is growing into the dimensions of 
a “global player,” in particular through its cooperation 
with United Airlines and the emerging cooperation with 
Thai Airways, in Weber's view, it cannot stand up on its 
own against the massed power of at least seven U.S. 
airlines flying to Germany—American, United, Delta, 
Continental, Northwest, USAir, and TWA. Weber 
demands that “even after 1997 no excessive capacities 
be put on the market.” 


However, it is questionable whether this can be 
achieved. After all, Lufthansa’s market share in traffic 
with the United States has risen from less than 30 
percent to more than 32 percent, not least thanks to 
cooperation with United. Weber has only good words for 
this cooperation—and one concern: that the balance 
between the two Airlines might get out of control. 
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The Lufthansa chief is skeptical about the prospects for a 
comprehensive U.S.-European aviation agreement. For 
that there is not enough European solidarity. The U.S. 
Administration believes that it can force its open-sky 
concept on the large European aviation states with a 
special strategy: by concluding independent agreements 
with smaller states, such as the Benelux countries, Switzer- 
land, and Austria. This is supposed to put pressure on 
Great Britain, France, and Germany to “open” their 
“sky.” 


New Aspects of NATO-Russia Relations Assessed 


AU28021741'/5 Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER 
ALLGEMEINE in German 28 Feb 95 p 1 


[Commentary by “W.A.”: “News From Moscow™] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Nothing is keeping NATO busier 
right now than its future relationship with Russia. And 
because many things, although not everything, in this 
connection revolve around the Western alliance’s expan- 
sion to the East, the discussion on it has spread to all of 
Europe. Washington especially is urging clarity regarding 
further steps. U.S.-Russian exploratory talks have just 
taken place there, now to be followed by deliberations of 
defense ministers of the United States, France, Great 
Britain, and Germany in Florida. In addition, this pic- 
ture of security policy diligence is supplemented by the 
visit of U.S. Vice President Gore to NATO in Brussels, 
Moscow's latest statements on this issue, not to speak of 
a trip that will bring Russian Prime Minister Cherno- 
myrdin to Paris and London this week. 


Whereas so far the Kremlin has distinguished itself with 
both a presumptuous and harsh rejection of the mem- 
bership of Central and East European states in NATO, 
the latest Russian statements demonstrate a certain 
amount of giving in. According to them, Moscow is 
obviously willing to resign itself to the membership. for 
instance, of Poland, Hungary, and the Czech Republic in 
the North Atlantic Alliance, if this does not mean an 
expansion of the military structures. Even though at first 
glance one might be tempted to reject such a restriction 
by pointing out that it is aimed at creating a two-class 
NATO, the entire thing is still remarkable if one takes a 
close look. Membership in NATO would offer security 
also to those countries where no NATO troops are 
stationed and no U.S. nuclear weapons are deployed. 


However, according to past experience, it remains to be 
seen whether Russia, in its unpredictable condition, will 
not present new objections again tomorrow. After all, it 
has insisted on a revision of the CFE Treaty for quite 
some time. Nor can it be ruled out that, in return for a 
potential agreement to NATO's expansion to the East, it 
might demand that NATO recognize the CIS, which is 
dominated by Russia, as a military alliance. Movement 
is not everything. The direction is decisive. 
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Kohl Adviser Alleged Source of Russian Reports 


AU2702143395 Hamburg DER SPIEGEL in German 
27 Feb 95 pp 28, 30 


[Unattnibuted report: “The Inevitable Idiot™] 


[FBIS Translated Text] The chancellor is currently dis- 
playing a virtue of which he is particularly proud: 
unfaltering steadfastness in defiance of all criticism. The 
object of his loyalty is Boris Yeltsin—despite the bloody 
tragedy in Chechnya. 

He got to know the Russian president as a man “who is 
absolutely trustworthy,” as Helmut Kohl pointed out in 
self-defense at a news conference with President Bill 
Clinton two weeks ago. The German Government head 
warned against “pushing” Yeltsin and the reform forces 
“into one corner and isolating them,” since this would 
“immediately restore the old, bad structures of the past” 
in Russia. 


“America’s best friend” (Clinton about Kohl) did not 
hesitate to add on Clinton's behalf: I must say “very 
clearly that we both support Russia in its legitimate 
efforts to preserve the territorial integrity of the coun- 
try.” 


However, Kohl conceded that this would also make it 
necessary for “Russia to comply with its obligations 
regarding human rights and other international stan- 
dards.” 


Nice words, heroic warnings. And nevertheless, the 
chancellor had in hand special information about the 
true plans of the Russian leadership in Chechnya— 
thanks to a special connection to Moscow, a “back 
channel” [preceding two words in English] with the heirs 
of the KGB. 


In early February, they provided Kohl with a secret 
analysis of the situation—heavy stuff on six pages, 
closely written. In the old agitprop style, Moscow's 
intelligence people complained about “destabilization” 
on Russia's southern flank. There, in cooperation with 
citizens of other Muslim republics, the “Dudayev 
regime” was making an attempt to give the resistance in 
Chechnya “a religious twist” to create a separate “Cau- 
casian home.” 


Thanks to “the resolute actions of the forces of the 
center,” the area that is controlled by Dudayev’s gangs 
was getting smaller and smaller, as the Russian agents 
claim in their paper. “In general,” the population shows 
“understanding for the measures of the center.” “The 
liquidation of the gangs” remains the primary task. 
Moscow's support ends with encouragement for the 
addressee in Bonn: The paper recognizes that “in this 
connection, the cautious and constructive position on 
the Chechnya conflict by the Western countries and 
Germany in particular cannot be respected enough.” 
Despite the complicated situation, these countries con- 
tinue to “support the Russian leadership in its efforts to 
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restore the constitutional order throughout its territory 
and to preserve the unity of the Russian Federation.” 


In Washington, Chancellor Koh! made surprisingly simnilar 
statements in connection with the war in the Caucasus 


The KGB channel for the chancellor was dug by State 
Minister Bernd Schmidbavez, 55, coordinatoy of the 
three FRG intelligence services. On the instructions of 
Bonn he (also known as “008” by insiders) was booked 
into his favorite lodgings, the Kempinski Hote! Baltshug 
by the German Embassy for 2 and 3 February for a 
discreet trip to Moscow, announced at short notice. 


It was in August 1994 that Schmidbauer stayed there the 
last time. During that visit a separate pact was sealed 
between the former Cold War opponents. Kohl's state 
minister and Russian intelligence head Sergey Stepashin, 
director of the successor organization to the Soviet KGB, 
which is responsible for counterintelligence, signed a mem- 
orandum: closer information and cooperation, particularly 
in the fight against international nuclear smugglers. 


During Schmidbauer’s visit in February, Stepashin. 42, 
was to serve his FRG partner by providing arguments 
regarding the Chechnya crisis. After all, Kohi was getting 
pressure at home for the solidarity he displayed with 
Yeltsin. 


However, Moscow was waiting in vain for 008. The 
turbulences of the surging Wienand affair also caught 
Federal Intelligence Service [BND] head Porzner; there- 
fore, his special enemy, Schmidbauer, preferred to stay 
on the Rhine. 


Stepashin sent the report on the situation, which was 
especially drawn up for the chancellor, through the 
aforementioned channel to Bonn. 


Yet, how strangely Moscow can act: coordinator 
Schmidbauer, of all people, unexpectedly came under 
heavy criticism from there. He was made the target of a 
campaign in the classic style of disinformation. 


The intrigue was plotted in Vienna, right after the 
Bundestag elections of last October. A member of the 
Russian intelligence service based in Vienna passed the 
news on to his BND counterpart, who is positioned in 
the German Embassy as secretary in the economics 
department: “Your man Schmidbauer used to be 
involved in Stasi contacts.” 


Not a bad story: Bonn's top Stasi hunter under suspicion 
of Stasi contacts. 


In 1993, Schmidbauer jet the FRG look into an abyss of 
treason when he announced that about 2,000 west Ger- 
mans, up to the level of leading representatives of the 
state and society, used to work for the East Berlin 
Ministry for State Security. He said that the relevant files 
came from Moscow. 
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In reality, the information—actually involving many 
fewer cases—came from CIA archives, documents the 
Americans, in turn, had bought from Stasi officers. 


Schmidbauer's soap bubble burst. Russia's foreign intel- 
ligence head, Yevgeniy Primakov, an academic with 
esprit, had an account to settle with the gruff German. 


The Vienna plot has not failed to provide the desired 
result: “They caught the inevitable idiot here,” as one 
high-ranking BND insider commented on the campaign 
mation on Kohl's coordinator via the embassy’s internal 
distribution network, has meanwhile been withdrawn 
from Vienna. 


Moscow delivered an official denial. The intrigue was 
not at all inspired from above. It could only have come 
from the middle levels of the service, sorry. 


Trained as a physics teacher, Schmidbauer, who has 
been in the Bundestag since 1983, initially worked as 
environmental-policy spokesman for the Christian Dem- 
ocratic Urion before becoming a confidant of Kohl's. 


At that time, Schmidbauer would sometimes travel to 
East Berlin to hand over donations to church communi- 
ties, or visit the East German coal mining districts to 
study the planting of trees, the liming of pine trees, or to 
have a comprehensive conversation with the GDR envi- 
ronment minister. 


Kohl's 008 no longer rules out today that he may have 
been described in reports as a “rich source.” Gauck's 
office obviously has four entries in a file about him, 
describing him as a “reactionary. enemy of the GDR.” 


That is not quite true. At Gauck’s office, Schmidbauer is 
probably listed neither as persecutor nor as persecuted. 
What is conceivable, however, is that the Foreign Inte!- 
ligence Collection, Main Administration Intelligence 
(HVA), of GDR top spy Markus Wolf had an operational 
record on Schmidbauer or a file on him as a contact. 


Many HVA files have been destroyed—or have mean- 
while arrived in copy in Moscow—by Wolf's friend 
Primakov. Anyway, one longstanding BND official sus- 
pects that “this will remain a hot potato.” 


[Commentary by Bernd Wittkowski: “Financial Revolu- 
tion Devours Its Children”) 


of economics had diffi- 
culty spelling the word “derivatives” correctly. Many 
have learned that in the meantime. Yet what is behind 
the term, how such deals work (or do not work), and the 
risks linked with them have remained a mystery—cven 
for some of those who are involved: They do not know 
what they are doing. But if they do know what they are 
doing, they have failed to draw the appropriate conclu- 
sions—to introduce safet; mechanisms to prevent 
misuse. The bankruptcy of the renowned British Barings 
Bank, involving billions, allows no other conclusion. 
should get the idea of dismissing this earth- 
quake in the financial world as a special case. It is not as 
simple as that. 
Derivatives theoretically can mean nirvana for every 
participant in economics who is exposed to price fluctu- 


pointed out. Zass, a member of the managing board of 
the German Girozentrale bank and Frankfurt securities 
stock exchange, would be surprised if it were possible to 
largely eliminate insecurity through “institutional 
devices.” [passage omitted] 


The financial revolution is beginning to devour its chil- 
dren. Barings is the first. The excuse that it is “nonbanks™ 
like the Metaligeselischaft company or Procter and 
Gamble which have not understood the game with the 
many zeros and are therefore facing bankruptcy is no 
longer valid. Now a bank is involved and not an individual 
trader. If a financial yuppie who has turned wild is ‘n a 
position to ruin a bank or even to conjure up an intcrna- 
tional banking crisis, the system has really gone foul. 
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Further Information on CIA Affair Discussed 


‘Haphazard Management’ Criticized 
BR2702133395 Paris LIBERATION in French 
25 Feb 95 p6 


{Commentary by Jacques Amairic: “Diplomatic Chaos”] 


[FBIS Translated Text] The urbelievable has become 
plausible: What if Edouard Balladur, prime minister and 
election candidate, led astray by his Interior Minister 
Charles Pasqua, was suddenly forced to make anti- 
Americanism one of the themes of his presidential 
campaign’ Unless there is a rapid and clear explanation 
by the prime minister, which could only now be given at 
Cnarles Pasqua’s expense, this question must be asked 
following the new escalation in French-US. relations. 


When the case of the U.S. spies about to leave France 
seemed to be dying down, Charles Pasqua deliberately 
chose to fan the ames during a visit to Africa. Attack is 
sometimes the best form of defense. However, it must not 
be irrational. And we have almost reached that stage, 
because in his statements the interior minister accuses the 
United States of being behind the leaks of which his own 
department is suspected, and he hinted that the Foreign 
Ministry could equally be guilty, before stating that, at all 
events “the most important thing is not that the scandal 
was made public but that such deeds took place.” 


In saying that he is dissociating himself not only from 
[Foreign Minister] Alain Juppe, who said Thursday [23 
February] that he was “scandalized” by the publication of 
the police file on the case but also from Edouard Balladur 
who, in the only comment ke has so far made on this case, 
stated on Wednesday that “such events happen regularly 
on both Mes of the Atlantic” Seeming even to have 
forgotien nat his Ministry jointly signed a communique 
with the Foreign Ministry admitting that the request for 
the departure of the U.S. diplomats was not intended to be 
made public, Charles Pasqua is cheerfully trampling on 
well established diplomatic usage, deliberately violating 
the rule on the confidentiality of the talks and even 
specifically questioning the reliability of Pamela Harri- 
man, U.S. ambassador in Paris. 


And to add insult to injury, the interior minister is 
making his attacks on the U.S. Administration from a 
third country, totally unconnected with the dispute, 
which is another serious violation of the elementary rules 
of international relations. 


The new “Pasqua outburst” was so vehement and unex- 
pected that Alain Juppe preferred to instruct his entou- 
rage to make no comment, pending a reaction from the 
government chief. It also prompted within the hour a 
reaction from the U.S. Embassy which was certainly not 
routine, in the form of a communique describing the 
allegation that the United States was behind the fatal 
leaks as “neither true nor credible.” The embassy also 
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accuses the interior minister of giving an “inexact” 
account of his two conversations with Pamela Harriman. 
In other words, Pamela Harriman, who could only have 
published this statement with the agreement of the State 
Department, or even the White House, thinks that 
Charlies Pasqua is a liar. 

It would be surprising now if this subject is not taken up 
and developed in Washington itself, with all the risks of 
an escalation which is now difficult to control because 
Charles Pasqua is almost giecfully standing in for the 
foreign minister or even the prime minister to more 
effectiv-ly ensure the failure of any attempt at calming 
down a quarrel which is not in any way out of the 
orcinary. Perhaps he hopes to benefit from it and gain a 
kind of assurance with regard to his immediate future: 
The anger aroused on the other side of the Atlantic by his 
remarks will enable his protectors to silence those who 
might demand his departure from the government by 
accusing them of bowing to a “U.S. diktat.” 

Unless he wishes to have his credibility questioned, it is 
in the prime minister's interest to show as quickly as 
possible that he is dealing with an issue whose haphazard 
management to date is making France and those who 
claim to be responsible for it ridiculous. His statement 
yesterday evening (“There will be no further comment 
on this subject and I do not think anybody will make any 
further comment”) is more reminiscent of a school 
teacher overtaken by events than of a government chief, 
not to mention an aspiring incumbent of the presidential 
palace. The presidential palace which Francois Mitter- 
rand left on Friday morning for a private visit of several 
days to Egypt after saying, according to his entourage, 
that he was “distressed” by the turn taken by events. 


More Details on Agents 


BR2802074595 Paris LIBERATION in French 
25 Feb 95 p 7 


[Report by Jean Guisnel: “One of the Five Agents Has 
Already Left France™] 

[FBIS Translated Text] Although one of the Americans 
suspected by Paris of political and economic espionage 
has already been sent home to the United States. for the 
four others, who are all highly respected in the French 
intelligence community, there is no question of any 
transfer cther than normal career moves. 


“It is difficult to understand what happened, or why the 
government threatened to expel these people whom we 
know very well. It is not easy to understand.” For this 
Paris civil servant, a member of the French intelligence 
community, too many pieces are still missing from the 
puzzle for the story to be clear. Relations between the 
French intelligence services and “H.R.” (Footnote) (LIB- 
ERATION has clearly identified the U.S. intelligence 
agents whose recall Interior Minister Charles Pasqua has 
demanded. We have decided only to publish their ini- 
tials), head of the CIA in Paris were—until the thunder- 
bolt struck with Wednesday's [22 February] revela- 
tions—similar to those between allied intelligence 
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coy sae of sunset —— 


U.S. diplomatic list, pepe by diplomatic 
status and will probably continue to frequent society 
— 
forgotten to some extent. 


Four Well-Known Agents 
Whether or not they carry the “CIA” or “spy” label is 


Paris under “IF™ (False Identity), the stamp of real 
intelligence agents. The fact that he left in haste clearly 
indicates that the DST [Directorate of Territorial Secu- 
rity] was right; not that this individual had necessarily 
carried out any exploits in France. But the mere fact that 
he had been identified made any action impossible; he 
will resurface in a few months or a few years under a 
different name in Bogota or Kuala Lumpur. 


Although it was probably rather difficult to identify this 
secret individual, at least one of the French “traitors” 
did not cause the DST any problem. Having only jusi 
been appointed director of external relations at 
Bouygues Telecom, Thierry Mileo published his “biog- 
raphy” on that occasion in which it states that he carried 
out a mission on the information highways for the State 
Department. The DST jumped to the conclusion that 
this former member of [Telecommunication] Minister 
Alain Carignon’s office was a spy. 


Cloud in a Blue Sky 


There are two alternatives: Either it gives as much 
publicity to its accusations as to the “proof” it has, but 
which nobody has seen, and which presents 
Frenchmen involved as traitors to their country. Or it 
explains, and nothing prevents it from doing so, its 
analysis of the major and hitherto unprecedented polit- 
ical operation of which it and its “objective files” were 

the target. Not that the “cousins”—-the name which the 
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hand, and the FBI and CIA on the other. It is a 
principle that scandals never go as far as the divulging of 


tusp-secret meetings. This affair has broken like a siorm 
in a blue sky. Beryuse, although relations were not idyllic 
between the CIA spies in Paris and the French intelli- 


Balladur: Avoid Diplomatic Row 


BR2802154495 Paris LA TRIBUNE DESFOSSES in 
French 28 Feb 95 p 32 


[Article by Thierry Arnaud and Eric Mandonnet: “U.S. 
Espionage: Balladur Calls For Silence™] 


[FBIS Translated Text] [Prime Minister] Edouard Bal- 
ladur had no choice. Yesterday he was forced to take 
action to manage the consequences of leaks on US. 
espionage activities in France. First of all he called in 
Foreign and Interior Ministers Alain Juppe and Charles 
Pasqua, to request that there be no more “public or 


Does this close the matter? Without any doubt this is 
for the prime minister's public press release issued 


days on providing reassurance on 
the state of French-U.S. relations. “There is no crisis,” 
pang Mat ne eget 


It was important for Edouard Balladur to avoid a lasting 
quarrel with Washington, which would have called the 
prime minister's diplomacy into question, and given rise 
to ambiguity as to the [presidential] candidate's motiva- 
tion. It is this second aspect which has widely retained 
the attention of the U.S. press and which led the weekly 
TIME to publish yesterday a photo of the prime minister 
and the interior minister side by side on the cover of its 
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European edition, illustrated t this question: “Is 
Charles Pasqua in the process of ruiming Edouard Baila- 
dur’s run for the presidency?” And TIME’s reply was 
rather in the affirmative. 


Clearly, relations between Alain Juppe and Charles 
Pasqua have just passed :hrough a mew crisis, exacer- 
bated this time by the presidential campaign. Was the 
prime minister in the best position to maintain a bai- 
anced outlook in this dispute detween the foreign min- 
ister, one A Jacques Chirac’s [presidential candidaic] 
most important supporters, and the interior minister, a 
weighty Balladur partisan? The imposition of silence was 
the only possibie response by a head of government 
whose authority has been damaged for the second time 
since the affair of the Marechal wire tapping affair. If 
Jacques Chirac refused, on Sunday [26 February], to 
enter the polemics on this subject, one of his lieutenants, 
Pierre Lelouche, expressed concern yesterday mor.ing at 
“aspects of the dysfunction of the state.” The mayor of 
Paris’ [Chirac’s] diplomatic adviser went as far as to 
state that “France is getting it in the face abroad and is 
making itself look ridiculous.” 


But U.S. diplomacy is also in danger of not coming out of 
this affair intact, after the revelation in broad daylight of 
the extent of the reorientation of counteresp:unage 
activity, concentrated now on “economic war™ in which 
every type of blow is permitted, including on the terri- 


tory of “friendly” countries. 


Spy Affair To Influence Intelligence Restructuring 
BR2802135395 Paris LIBERATION in French 
27 Feb 95 p 13 


[Commentrry by Jean Guisnel: “Risky Reworking of the 
Intelligenc  Services”’] 


[FBIS Translated Text] The affair of the U.S. spies which 
broke on top of the case concerning the bugging of the 

idential palace’s antiterrorist cell will doubtlessly 
provide food for thought for those in Edouard Balladur's 
entourage who were preparing to rework the French 
secret services. An alarming specter looming over the 
intelligence community, the current—and quite 
advanced—operation is aiming to create nothing short 
of a kind of presidential Security Council in the very 
close vicinity of the future president of the republic. 
With the agreement of Francois Mitterrand, the study is 
looking to assemble all intelligence services under the 
same roof under the direct control of the president. This 
would involve the General Directorate for External 
Security [DGSE], the Directorate of Territorial Security 
{DST}, and the Military Intelligence Directorate [DRM]. 
The basic reasoning for this move is a fact which is often 
regretted by the heads of the services themselves, namely 
that they lack any coordination and that, sometimes, 
their operations are often led in complete disarray. 
Therefore all these services need to work in the same 
direction, with a serious coordination of their actions at 
a political level, a little in the U.S. or British style. 


expedient in 14 years to change the way iv: which things 
have worked since the beginning of the Fifth Repuolic. 


consequences. We retnember how, in the Greenpeace 
affair, most of t.xe inquests lookea to estadlish a possible 
presidential responsibility. Later, in the presidential 
palace bugging affair, it was also clear that the only 
question was always: Did Francois Mitterrand order the 
og I a ee tars pening pee ya 
ee ae enn is 


n “coordinating™ intelligence in 

France at sor fee of the holiest of holies, the 
presidential tn 4 Since the secret services are—by 
with performing operations at the 


sould have toached on i'n dimet fiak bad bon dienes to 


remembers this, the next [French] president will run 
considerable risks. 


Juppe Interviewed on Current Affairs 


LD2802004595 Paris France-2 Television Network in 
French 1950 GMT 27 Feb 95 

[Studio interview with Foreign Minister Alain Juppe, 
hosted by anchorman Bruno Masure; questions put by 
members of public, journalists, and former 2-fense min- 
ister Jean-Pierre Chevenement—from the “France Live” 
program—live] 

[FBIS Translated Excerpt] [Masure] Good Evening. 
Thank you for following with us this fourth program of 
France Live. Our guest this evening is Alain Juppe. 
[passage omitted] 

First of all a topical question: Pamela Harriman, the U.S. 
ambassador to France, was received at Matignon again 
today. You were received at Matignon yourself by the 
prime minister, along with Messrs Pasqua and Leotard. 
I know that the prime minister has given you instruc- 
tions to keep silent about this matter, but | will ask you 
a little question nevertheless, | will try my luck: Will this 
episode not damage relations between France and the 
United States? 
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[Juppe] I will be obliged to disappoint you. I already said 
last week what I had to say about this matter in my 
capacity as French foreign minister, and today I have 
nothing to add.. 


[Masure] I will try my luck again. Does one not have the 
impression that Mr. Pasqua is trespassing a little too 
often on your territory? There was Algeria, there was the 
Airbus affair, now there is this espionage business, so let 
me ask you @ direct question: Who is running foreign 
affairs in France at the moment? 


[Juppe] The president, the prime minister, the foreign 
minister, the government, which, naturally participates 
in planning foreign policy. I do not see that as being a 
question of territory—each person does his work. The 
interior minister is responsible for many internal mat- 
ters, security in particular—that is his role and he does it 
well. It is my responsibility to implement France's 
external policy, which is defined in the circumstances 
which I have just outlined, and there is enough room for 
everyone. 


[Masure] Do you not have the impression that your 
colleague from the Interior Ministry is being over-active? 


(Juppe] A third attempt [to extract an answer], and once 
again an unsuccessful one. 


[Masure] We are now going to talk about one of the 
questions closest to your heart, what is happening 
abroad, and in particular in Algeria, with our guest, 
Ferhat, aged 44, an Algerian who is a poet, a singer, and 
above all an activist for the Berber cause and culture, 
who was imprisoned for his ideas, and who was one of 
the hostages aboard the Air France Airbus at the end of 
1994. [passage omitted] 


[Ferhat] [passage omitted] Before talking about Algeria, 
I would like you to tell us what policy you propose for the 
Mediterranean in general and the Maghreb in particular 
before concentrating on Algeria afterwards. 


[Juppe] For several years now, Europe has been making 
great efforts for Eastern Europe. That is normal. [passage 
omitted] However, I believe we have just begun to 
realize—and it is France that is responsible for this— 
that we are alse closely concerned with what is hap- 
pening in the south, all around the Mediterranean. 
France is a Mediterranean country in terms of its culture 
and its geography, and it is affected by what happens 
there. It is affected from the point of view of its security, 
its economy, even from the point of view of its political 
relations—we can see this clearly with the Algerian 
crisis—and that is the reason why at this very time, as 
you know France currently holds the presidency of the 
European Union, we have proposed to make Mediterra- 
nean policy a kind of partnership between Europe and 
the Mediterranean, and to make it one of our priorities. 
We are also—because we should be specific, and this will 
not happen under the French presidency, it will happen 
in the second half of 1995—in the process of preparing 
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for a big Euro-Mediterranean conference which will be 
held in Barcelona in November, and we shall attempt to 
tackle all of the problems we are facing: political prob- 
lems, security problems, economic problems, commer- 
cial problems, and I woul also say cultural problems 
and problems of mutual understanding. I am not 
resigned to this idea that between Christianity in its 
various forms and Islam, also in its various forms, there 
is a kind of gulf which is gradually growing and that the 
forms of fanaticism will end up by turning us into 
complete strangers. We must reestablish a dialogue. We 
must see why Islam is sometimes evolving in the way it 
is doing today. We must rebuild bridges on both sides of 
the Mediterranean. 


[Masure] Alain Juppe, France has closed all its consu- 
lates in Algeria. Does that mean that we are pushing this 
country out onto the sidelines? 


[Juppe] It means quite simply that when one is respon- 

sible—as I am—for the lives of a certain number of 
diplomats who work in these consulates and whose 
security | cannot guarantee, then it is normal to group 
our diplomatic staff together. We have grouped them 
together in Algiers, we have also grouped them together 
in Nantes, where there is a special service which deals 
with visa applications. I could not take responsibility for 
leaving French civil servants exposed without being able 
to protect them. 


[Ferhat] It is not just a matter of closing consulates. One 
can perfectly well close the consulates and not restrict the 
number of work permits issued to Algerians to come to 
France, and from this point of view we have seen that for 
some years now, during the last three or four years 
France has cut by half every year the number of permits 


granted to Algerians. 


[Juppe] I believe that this is a different problem—you 
said during the last three or four years, in other words 
well before the current events began. 


[Ferhat] That is not a reason to continue with it. 


[Juppe] No, but it is a general policy. You must also take 
French problems into consideration. France today can 
no longer continue to take in as many foreigners as in the 
past, quite simply because it cannot house them, because 
it cannot give them work, because it cannot provide 
them with the minimum level of dignity which they 
expect, and I believe we would be doing something quite 
contrary not just to our own interests but also to the 
situation of the people we allowed to enter if we had not 
reduced the level of immigration, and we announced it, 
and it was a choice made by the French people. So, that 
is quite different from what is happening with Algeria. 


[Ferhat] With regard to, for example, the tragic situation 
which Algeria is experiencing-—you know terrible vio- 
lence is being suffered as a result of the spread of Islamic 
fundamentalism, which has been brought about by a 


system which everyone in Algeria rejects. So what is 
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France’s policy towards Algeria—does it support the 
Islamists, does it support the government, or does it 
support the democrats, or do you refuse to become 
involved, telling them: reach some understanding among 
yourselves and we will see what happens? 


[Juppe] If I tell you what I have not stopped saying for 
the last two years—in other words that the only side 
France supports in Algeria is the side of democracy—you 
are going to say to me: that is an easy answer, that is just 
a formula, what does it mean? It does mean something. 
It means that we are not content with the current 
situation of confrontation and we never cease calling on 
the Algerian political forces to enter into a dialogue. Can 
I go further? Can France say: these are the legitimate 
interlocutors in Algeria? Can France interfere in Alge- 
rian affairs by organizing a dialogue among the Algerian 
democratic forces? I do not believe so. You know very 
well that if we did this, the forces which we appeared to 
be supporting would immediately be considered suspect. 


[Ferhat] And yet, Mr. Minister, other foreign powers do 
not hesitate to launch meetings, colloquiums, like the 
Rome meeting, and there are Middle Eastern powers, 
Islamist powers—the Islamist international exists and 
gives its support to the victory of Islamism, fundamen- 
talism, fascism—in the Maghreb, but the democrats 
among us do not receive enough support. Secondly, I 
believe that France is playing the role of fireman 
throughout the world, whereas one could have a policy for 
the prevention of conflicts. I would quote, for example, 
there is the women’s battle in Algeria (?against) the infa- 
mous family law, which (?reduces) Algerian women, which 
has been in existence since 1984 [as heard], and we have 
not heard France protesting against this law or helping the 
women involved in the peaceful fight. There is the Berber 
Cultural Movement [MCB], which is fighting against the 
[word indistinct] of identity and language in Algeria, and 
this could become a violent conflict tomorrow if it is not 
resolved, and I believe that belonging to the neighborhood, 
the vicinity, means perhaps for powers such as France that 
they should take a closer interest and press those in 
government diplomatically, by diplomatic means, to listen 
more to the peaceful movements rather than negotiating 
with terrorists. 


[Juppe] That is what we are doing. I said just now that we 
could not interfere in Algeria’s affairs, because when you 
speak about other powers taking initiatives, such as, for 
example, the dialogue which took place in Italy at the 
initiative of a community called Sant’ Egidio, first of all it 
was not a government which did that. It was a non- 
governmental community, and secondly... 


[Ferhat, interrupting] I understood that the United 
States was behind it. 


[Juppe) No, no, no, no. No, no. Not at all. Secondly, it is 
not France [as heard], and other powers could perhaps 
do things which France cannot do, because as you know 
very well, the past weighs very heavily between France 
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and Algeria, there is such sensitivity on both sides that 
we cannot become involved, because we would immedi- 
ately be blamed by all sides. Does that mean that we are 
not doing anything? | cannot allow you to say that. 

Which is the government which helps the Algerian 
people the most financially? It is France, as you know 
well, to prevent economic chaos being added to the 
political chaos, and we have convinced others; it is 
because France has said Algeria must carry out reforms 
and if it carries out reforms we must help it, that the 
European Union, the major powers—the G-7 as they are 
called, the wealthiest countries in the world—and the 
International Monetary Fund have helped Algeria. So we 
have not remained passive. As for the women’s struggle, 
as you know, in France there are French officials, women 
politicians, women from civil society, who show soli- 
darity with the Algerian women’s struggle and prove it 
by means of statements, by means of demonstrations, 
sometimes by visits, so we are not indifferent, and as for 
the advice which you wanted to see given to the Algerian 
Government for it to enter into a dialogue, for it to 
discuss things, for it to stop thinking purely in terms of 
security strategy, I have never ceased giving this govern- 
ment this advice over the last two years, and we are going 
to continue in this direction. [passage omitted] 


[Chevenement] First, I would like to stress that the 
Movement of Citizens, of which I am the chairman, can 
only express reserved support for Lionel Jospin as we are 
waiting for him to outline his program. The three candi- 
dates now with a chance of winning all called for a yes 
vote in the referendum on the Maastricht Treaty three 
years ago. You did so yourself, Mr. Juppe. 


[Juppe] With hindsight, I am delighted I did so. 


[Chevenement] We shall see if there are reasons to be 
delighted about it. Many French might not be able to see 
the links between their daily difficulties: unemployment, 
increasing inequality, deregulation of public utilities and 
a certain number of European choices, which in fact 
were free trade choices, deregulation choices, monetarist 
choices. Europe that was to be built through a single 
currency. I believe that these issues should be given more 
prominence in the presidential campaign [passage 
omitted]. 


Mr. Chirac called for a referendum on the single cur- 
rency, I myself defended an amendment going that way, 
at least to give this possibility to Parliament, to the 
National Assembly. I would like to know if Mr. Juppe 
agrees with Mr. Chirac. 


[Juppe] I shall tell you. I knew perfectly well that meeting 
you tonight, Mr. Chevenement, I would have the greatest 
of difficulties to say a word or two as your passion 
against Europe, or rather against Maastricht, is a burning 
passion, so much so that it is leading you to argue that 
unemployment in France is a result of the Maastricht 
Treaty. Let’s be serious, you know perfectly well that this 
is not true, the Maastricht Treaty came into force on | 
November 1993 and there was already unemployment in 
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France, so let’s not make a scapegoat of the Maastricht 
Treaty as it does not deserve either that honor or that 
disgrace. Mr. Chevenement, I cannot fully understand 
your stand on the single currency. [passage omitted] 


The single currency represents an important decision—I 
am now coming back to your question—and as such, it 
cannot be decided surreptitiously in Brussels between 
the governors of 15 central banks. A significant act, a 
national act will be needed. The Germans decided that it 
would be referred to their Parliament, like Jacques 
Chirac, I believe that the French should be given the 
possibility to express their opinion, probably through 
their parliamentarians—deputies and senators—via a 
debate in Parliament. Is a referendum necessary? I must 
say that further thought must be given to that as we will 
certainly have a referendum ... 


[Chevenement, interrupting] That is what Mr. Chirac is 
saying... 


[Juppe, interrupting] You may have not heard every- 
thing Mr. Chirac said. We will certainly have a European 
referendum first. If we manage to produce a treaty, a real 
treaty to replace the Maastricht Treaty—which it must 
be said is far from being perfect—to reform the Euro- 
pean Union, as this is already planned—this is called the 
1996 intergovernmental conference—then public opin- 
ions will have to be consulted again, and in this case I 
believe that this treaty will have to be put to a refer- 
endum. As you see our positions and our analyses on 
Europe are perfectly logical. [passage omitted] 


[Masure] Mr. Chevenement, you have three minutes left, 
a last question please, 


[Chevenement] My last question will concern common 
foreign policy. Earlier we spoke about the south; I must 
say that I was quite shocked by Mr. Juppe’s observation 
that he was noting a growing divide between the Chris- 
tian world and Islam. 


{Juppe] No, between northern and southern Europe, if 
you prefer. 


[Chevenement] Yes, as France is a secular republic... 


[Juppe, interrupting] I am deeply committed to secu- 
larism. 


[Chevenement] If there was a solution to these problems 
of dialogue between civilizations it might be found 
through secularism, but if we had a republican Europe it 
—* be concerned by the signals it is addressing to the 
soutn. 


[Masure, interrupting] Could you ask a last question to 
Mr. Juppe please? 


{Chevenement] Does he believe that he was right to call on 
NATO to solve the problems in Yugoslavia, problems 
which, in fact, were largely due to the Europe of Maastricht 
which allowed the Yugoslav federation to disintegrate. 
With hindsight, nearly a year on, does he believe that the 
American intervention in Yugoslavia was a good thing? 
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[Juppe] First I am returning to the issue of secularism, I 
am deeply committed to secularism, however I am not 
uneducated, no more than yourself Mr. Chevenement, 
and I respect you. As you know perfectly well, even if you 
are committed to secularism, there are different civiliza- 
tions and cultures; ours is strongly influenced by Judeo- 
Christian values. Therefore, it is useful to have a dia- 
logue between civilizations and cultures from the north 
and the south. I believe this to be an extremely important 
issue as fundamentalist experiences cannot simply be 
brushed aside without an attempt to understand them, 
we must understand them. 


As far as the NATO intervention is concerned, you are 
really going a bit too far, Mr. Chevenement. Was | the 
person to call on NATO in Yugoslavia? Remember the 
agenda and ask yourself if all that did not start before 
1993? We inherited a situation, we are attempting to 
manage it and I believe that this is a good example... 


[Chevenement, interrupting] You called for a NATO air 
strike around Sarajevo, didn’t you? 


[Juppe] Yes, as NATO was already involved, and | am 
proud of that. If the question was to know if I repent of 
having issued an ultimatum about Sarajevo, the answer 
is crystal clear, it is no. I do not repent, on the contrary, 
I am proud of it. This was probably one of the most 
useful achievements of French diplomacy since 1993 as 
it halted Sarajevo’s sufferings. [Juppe cuts short Chev- 
enement attempts to interrupt him] Mr. Chevenement, if 
you will allow me to get passionate about the conflict in 
Bosnia and in the former Yugoslavia—to criticize what 
France did in Sarajevo under the pretense that we called 
on NATO is simple ideology. I am proud to have put an 
end to the shelling of Sarajevo, whether it was through 
NATO or otherwise. 


[Chevenement] I see that you are losing your temper. 


[Juppe] Absolutely, as the lives of men and women in 
Sarajevo are at stake. 


[Chevenement] I am sorry that you are losing your 
temper since you should take into consideration the fact 
that the United States is supporting Muslim fundamen- 
talism throughout the whole of the Muslim world... 


[Juppe, interrupting] This is nothing but ideology... 


[Chevenement, interrupting] ...throughout the whole of 
the Muslim world, including Algeria. 


[Juppe] Concretely, let's try to get out from the former 
Yugoslavia. 


[Chevenement] I believe that the American attitude in 
Yugoslavia can be explained by the fact that they want to 
give the impression, simply the impression, the illusion, 
that they are with the Muslims, while they do not 
commit troops on the ground. There is a contradiction in 
trying to manage the Yugoslav crisis in a European 
framework while calling on the United States, we have a 
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[Juppe, interrupting] I am following your reasoning Mr. 
Chevenement, but can I ask you a question? 


[Chevenement] Certainly. 


[Juppe] Following that, are you in favor of the European 
Union getting a European army, through the Western 
European Union? 


[Chevenement] I would answer you that if this is to ask 
me about the Eurocorps, I believe that it is too large to 
intervene on a small scale, and too weak for more 
important interventions. 


[Juppe] This is a non-operational answer, if I may say so. 


[Chevenement] I believe that the issue is not at the level 
of the instrument, but rather at that of the political 
willingness. Is there a conimon European willingness 
concerning the Yugoslav issue? 


[Juppe] A willingness without instrument is the policy of 
a person with no arms. 


{[Chevenement] If a common willingness had existed, 
this savage carve-up which we observed would not have 
taken place, never. 


[Masure] Gentlemen, we shall end here this debate, 
which in fact is far from being over. [passage omitted] 


oa TV Announcer Refuses To Interview Le 
en 


AU2702132495 Paris AFP in English 1236 GMT 
27 Feb 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Paris, Feb 27 (AFP)—Staff at 
the Eiffel Tower closed down the famous Paris landmark 
for several hours Monday [27 February] to protest a 
campaign meeting by rightwing leader Jean-Marie Le 
Pen’s National Front party held underneath it. 


The staff said they “refuse to be associated with a 
meeting of the National Front,” arguing that the tower 
“welcomes millions of visitors every year without dis- 
tinction of race, colour or religion.” 


A statement said they “found it deplorable that this 
monument, which is so often seen as the symbol of 
France, should be used as a springboard for Mr Le Pen 
and his ideas.” 


Le Pen, a candidate in forthcoming presidential elec- 
tions, is notorious for his far-right views, including a 
campaign to repatriate immigrants, whom he blames for 
France’s unemployment problem. 


It was the second time in 24 hours that Le Pen had 
sparked protest action over his views. 


On Sunday night he was interviewed on the popular TV 
interview programme Sept sur Sept—but usual presenter 
Anne Sinclair refused to host the show because of Le 
Pen’s anti-Semitic views. 
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Sinclair, a Jew who has presented the show for the last 
six years, announced her decision last month, saying 
“taking into account my personal relations with Jean- 
Marie Le Pen ... I could not question him calmly,” she 
said. 


The edition was presented by a senior official from the 
private TF1 television channel, Gerard Carreyrou. 


Military Intelligence Structure Described 
BR2702133295 Paris LE FIGARO in French 25 Feb 95 
p2 


{Report by Thierry D’Athis: ‘“‘French Military 
Resources”’] 


[FBIS Translated Text] France has realized the need to 
ratioralize the command and implementation of foreign 
operations and to supply key intelligence to the govern- 
ment. There has already been an independent structure for 
military intelligence and special forces managed by a single 
command post for three years. Made up of officers expert 
in “noncenventiona!” operations, the Special Operations 
Command (COS) is piloting these units whose mission is 
to operate discreetly in hostile environments. 


The Military Intelligence Directorate (DRM), led by 
General Heinrich formerly of the General Directorate 
for External Security (DGSE), is responsible for gath- 
ering intelligence that is essential for laying the ground 
for France’s foreign commitments. Its results have been 
especially appreciated. It works closely with the COS 
under the command of Admiral Lanxade, chief of staff of 
the Armed Forces. 


The DRM operates in the fields of research, intelligence 
transmission, freeing hostages, the evacuation of French 
nationals, the neutralization or destruction of vital 
enemy targets, the protection of high-level individuals 
abroad, the welcoming and guiding of regular units in 
foreign operations, and assistance to movements or 
friendly countries in guerrilla or antiguerrilla warfare 
operations. These forces operate in uniform and. in 
principle, with the utmost discretion, using the most 
sophisticated equipment and weaponry, especially in the 
field of protected transmissions. 


Their implementation in fact makes it possible for the 
security services, in particular the DGSE’s “action ser- 
vice,” to avoid direct involvement in military type 
missions for which it was intended and which, in the 
event of failure, could be harmful to its image and to that 
of the government. The Military Intelligence Directorate 
and Special Operations Command have specially trained 
reserve units. 


The Research and In-Depth Action Commandos 
(CRAP) unit comprises around 20 men in each regiment 
of the 11th Parachute Division (commanded from Tou- 
louse) charged with laying the ground for special forces 
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combat. They are parachuted or helicopter-dropped 
inside the enemy lines where they secretly go to ground 
or advance carefully. 


The Ist Marine Infantry Parachute Regiment (RPIMa), 
made up of about 1,000 men, is based in Bayonne 
(Pyrenees-Atlantiques) and specializes in African mis- 
sions. 


The 13th Dragoon Parachute Regiment (13th RDP) is 
based at Dieuze (Mozelle) [northeast France] and under- 
takes humanitarian reconnaissance. 


The five marine commando units are called Hubert (the 
only unit of naval frogmen), Trepel, Jaubert, Penfen- 
tenyo, and Montfort. Each unit is comprised of 100 men. 
These parachutists (Green Berets) and commandos are 
trained to participate in special naval operations. They 
are shipped secretly into the action zones on board 
submarines and with the backup of specially-adapted 
vessels. 


The National Gendarmerie Strike Group (GIGN) and 
the Gendarmerie Parachute Strike Group (EPIGN) are 
two crack units specializing in hostage situations, hijack- 
ings, personal protection, and antiterrorist actions. They 
are already well known for the effectiveness of their 
actions. 


A squadron of “special operations” Cougar helicopters is 
equipped to transport commandos and to recover pilots 
shot down over enemy territory. They can fly in tight 
formation, at low altitude, and in all weathers. 


An Intelligence and Electronic Warfare Brigade (BRGE) 
was created in 1993 and consists of two regiments (the 
44th Signals and the 54th RT Regiment) equipped with 
listening and scrambling equipment and with an inde- 
pendent chief of staff. 


There is also a target-acquisition regiment equipped with 
four Cougar Horizon radar helicopters (to be delivered this 
year and until 1997) which are capable of detecting with 
extraordinary precision the movement of all “slow” 
ground-based or ground-proximity targets such as tanks or 
aircraft flying at low altitude. They have a range of 70 km. 


Commentary Deplores UN Failure in Somalia 
BR2802155195 Paris LE FIGARO in French 28 Feb 95 
pl 


[Commentary by Charles Lambroschini: “The Price of a 
Disaster”’] 


[FBIS Translated Text] The United Nations has to 
return to Somalia in ordez to leave it. To withdraw the 
2,500 Pakistani Blue Helmets remaining in that unfor- 
tunate country, it was necessary to land 1,800 U.S. 
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soldiers and 300 Italian soldiers, themselves protected 
by 18 ships carrying 7,000 troops. This huge deployment 
is a worthy end to an intervention in which, from the 
first day—9 December 1992—tragedy has vied with 
comedy. 


And yet when George Bush, the defeated president still 
in office, decided to send the marines into Mogadishu, 
the goal seemed clear. A population of 7 million had to 
be saved from famine while taking advantage of the 
opportunity to confirm the “new world order” which 
Washington thought it could impose after its victory 
over Saddam Husayn. 


But feeling in the world was such that it seemed even 
more urgent to respond to the terrible television pictures 
of poor people dying of starvation by other television 
pictures showing, at peak viewing times, the triumphant 
arrival of the GI’s. Bush made a good performance. 


The problem, as Clausewitz taught 200 years ago, is that, 
to be successful, a military operation must have specific 
political goals. However, neither the United Nations, 
which gave its blessing to this deployment of forces, nor 
the Americans, who supplied the biggest battalions, had 
really asked themselves about the reasons for their 
impressive arrival on the sands of the Horn of Africa. 


Was it simply a humanitarian operation or an interven- 
tion to restore a state destroyed by fighting among gangs 
and tribes? Being unable to answer this, the Americans, 
refusing to listen to the French contingent which was 
more familiar with Third World situations, just blun- 
dered on blindly. As for the United Nations, whose most 
glorious period was when it was pushing the territories 
formerly conquered by Faldherbe, Stanley, or Kitchener 
to independence, it suddenly seemed to want to reinvent 
colonialism. The result was that at the first violent clash, 
the Americans threw in the towel. 


The United States, France, and Italy quickly withdrew. 
As in Bihac in Bosnia, when the price in men promised 
to be too high, the Western soldiers were replaced by 
Blue Helmets from underdeveloped countries who have 
no pretension about trying to restore peace. The order 
being to do nothing but maintain a presence, the United 
Nations is leaving Somalia as it found it—torn apart by 
civil war. The only sad step forward is that the victims 
are dying with a full stomach. 


It is glaringly obvious that in UN ranks none of the great 
powers wishes to resume the “white man’s burden.” 
Now that the USSR is no longer there to compete with 
the West for spheres of influence or buffer zones, diplo- 
macy, often reduced to a verbal exercise, is only really 
mobilized for direct and immediate interests. The with- 
drawal from Somalia is therefore likely to precede a 
withdrawal from the Balkans. 
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Nuclear Testing Equipment Bound for Iran Seized 
95P20561 


[FBIS Media Note] On 27 February at 1300 GMT Rome 
RAI UNO Television Network in Italian reported that a 
shipment of “high-tech ultrasonic instruments” used in 
testing nuclear reactors was seized at the port of Bari. 
The shipment's final destination was believed to be Iran, 
and it was aboard a truck with Czech license plates 
owned by a Milan firm. The truck was about to board a 
ferry to Greece when it was seized. There were no signs 
of radioactivity on the instruments. The type of equip- 
ment seized requires a special export permit from the 
Foreign Trade Ministry, which had been denied. The 
equipment is now being held in Bari and the owner of the 
Milan firm has been notified of pending investigation. 
Although the seizure occurred on Saturday, 25 February, 
news of it was not released until Monday, 27 February. 


Agnelli Says U.S. Trusts Dini Cabinet 


LD2802232395 Rome RAI Uno Television Network in 
Italian 2205 GMT 28 Feb 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] The U.S. authorities have told 
Foreign Minister Susanna Agnelli that they fully trust 
our government. She is in Washington for a visit: 
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[Correspondent Giuseppe Lugato, in Washington] It is 
impressive that Italy—at a difficult time of great 
manages to fulfill its international com- 
mitments. Down there in Somalia, U.S. and Italian 
troops are working side by side. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher welcomed Susanna Agnelli with 
these words. Following Dini’s trip, she has come to 
Washington for a presentation trip. She went to the State 
Department and to the White House where she met 
National Security Advisor Anthony Lake. 
[Begin recording] [Lugato] So, was Italy the main topic 
of conversation during these terrible days for the lira? 


[Agnelli] The only thing they told me about the Italian 
situation is that they trust the Dini cabinet very much. 
And this is very kind of them since I am part of it. 


[Lugato] What about the duration of the cabinet, the 
elections. Did they not ask you anything about that? 
[Agnelli] Nothing at all. 

{Lugato] During the talks you had, did you notice any 
sign that the United States is worried about the Italian 
— 

[Agnelli] No, because we did not raise the topic. 

lp cas Cantal, lan Gand aah tind Geel 
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BR2802155495 Madrid EL PAIS in Spanish 28 Feb 95 
p45 


{Unattributed report: “Felipe Gonzalez Promises 
United States Greater Opening Up of Trade”] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Madrid—Prime Minister Felipe 
Gonzalez yesterday promised U.S. Secretary of Com- 
merce Ronald Brown that he will promote a greater 
opening up of markets and better access for U.S. prod- 
ucts, investments, and services in Spain. 

Brown emphasized that Spain offers great opportunities 
for U.S. investors and exporters. He asserted that bilat- 
eral trade grew by 13.8 percent in the first nine months 
of 1994 to exceed $6 billion (780 billion pesetas), and 
forecast that this figure will double within 10 years. 


According to Brown, Spain has excellent resources, and 
should continue to grow as over the past 10 years in 
order to “move from being a latent giant to being a real 
giant.” The driving force for this, he said, should come 
from the privatization measures, deregulation, and the 
liberalization of the market. 

Brown's tight agenda included meetings with Trade 
Minister Javier Gomez Navarro, Spanish Confederation 
of Employers Organizations Chairman Jose Maria Cue- 
vas, a delegation of businessmen, and Telefonica Presi- 
dent Candido Velazquez. 


Purchase of F-18’s Halved Due to Budget Cuts 


BR2802153895 Madrid EL MUNDO in Spanish 
28 Feb 95 p 16 


[Report by Jose L. Lobo: “Budget Cuts Will Require 
Purchasing Only Half of the 36 Envisaged F-18 Fighter 
Aircraft] 

[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Madrid—The additional cuts 
in the Defense Ministry's expenditure decided on by the 
government in January has now claimed its first “casu- 
alty”: Spain will purchase from the United States only 
one squadron of secondhand F-18 fighter bombers; that 
is, 18 aircraft, instead of the 36 initially envisaged by the 
ministry headed by Julian Garcia Vargas. 


This was announced by the defense minister before the 
corresponding Congress [of Deputies] committee, before 
which he asserted that the budget cuts will necessitate 
not only halving the program for the purchase of F-18 
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fighters but also even prolonging the delivery times and 
hence the payments for the aircraft. 

The Defense Ministry's initial plans envisaged spending 
60 billion pesetas over the next five years on purchasing 
two squadrons of secondhand F-18 fighter aircraft. 


Out of that amount, the Defense Ministry had already 
included a 1.8 billion peseta allocation in this year’s 
budget in order to meet the first payment. However, the 
recent budget cuts will in all probability force the Air 
Force to freeze that allocation in 1995. 


The cabinet decided 27 January (just a month after the 
overall state budgets for 1995 were approved in parlia- 
ment) on a budget readjustment which in the case of the 
Defense Ministry will entail a cut of 55 billion pesetas. 
The government justified this decision by the need to 
contain the public deficit. 

The Air Force has 69 F-18 fighter bombers, which are the 
backbone of Spain's air defense. Out of them, eight are 
currently deployed at the base which NATO has in 
Aviano (Italy), taking part in the “Deny Flight” opera- 
tion to oversee the air embargo on the skies of Bosnia- 
Herzegovina and protect the blue helmets in the former 
Yugoslavia. Just last Friday, the Defense Ministry 
decided to extend the Spanish aircraft's mission for three 
months, until the end of June. 


Party’s spokesman on that committee, stated at a press 
conference that budget cuts such as those which will 
affect the purchase of the F-18's mean “that the current 
model of the Armed Forces is moving rapidly toward 
collapse.’ According to Lopez Valdivielso, these cuts 

“dangerously accelerate a trend toward collapse which 
has been glimpsed since 1990.” 


The People’s Party spokesman referred specifically to 
the purchase of the F-18 fighters or of the German 
Leopard II tanks for the Army, and asserted ironically 
that “the minister's calculator must have gone wrong, 
because with the current budgets the accounts do not 
work out for paying for the programs under way, and 
much less for meeting new commitments.” 


Lopez Valdivielso added that Garcia Vargas “is post- 
poning the — until the future so that it will be 
other people who will resolve the matter, the problem is 
that Garcia Vargas is going to leave a ministry mort- 
gaged for the next 25 years.” [passage omitted] 
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Iceland 


Leaders Back Continued Passport Union 


BRO103114095 Helsinki HUFVUDSTADSBLADET in 
Swedish 28 Feb 95 p 4 


[Report by Tommy Westerlund: “Norway Halts Pro- 
posals for New Nordic Council Cooperation”] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Reykjavik—The Nordic Council 
meeting in Reykjavik got off to a surprising start. 
Norway announced that it could not accept the organi- 
zational changes which the working group on reorgani- 
zation presented in its proposals for Nordic cooperation 
in the future. 


It was at a meeting of the presidium that the two 
Norwegian parliamentarians who are members of the 
presidium, Berit Larsen and Jan P. Syse, announced that 
they could not accept the proposals for organizational 
change, and that there had in general not been sufficient 
time to study and become acquainted with the report. 


It was already known that Norwegian Cooperation Min- 
ister Gunnar Berge disapproved of the proposal to merge 
the presidium’s secretariat in Stockholm with the secre- 
tariat of the Council of Ministers in Copenhagen, but it 
now emerged that Norway was also opposed, among 
other things, to the economic-political committee which 
the working group had thought would provide new 
impetus for Nordic cooperation. 


The Norwegians were unwilling to accept that the pre- 
sidium should lose power to a new institution. The 
Norwegians seem to be afraid to change the organization 
at all. According to Kimmo Sasi (National Coalition 
Party), one of the Finnish representatives in the pre- 
sidium, everyone else thought the report was good and 
wanted it to be debated and approved at the session in 
Reykjavik. 


“A decision must be made now. If it does not happen 
here in Reykjavik, the Nordic Council risks losing its 
credibility, and interest in Nordic matters may decline.” 


Due to Norwegian resistance, the presidium was unable 
to put a new proposal to the session yesterday, and the 
aim is that a new attempt will be made on Wednesday [1 
March], so that future Nordic cooperation can be dis- 
cussed by the council on Thursday, the last day of the 
session. 


Sasi was surprised by Norway's behavior, as it is Norway 
more than any other country which can be considered to 
derive the greatest benefit from Nordic cooperation. 


“First Norway said no to the EU, and now you have the 
feeling that the country is also saying no to Nordic 
cooperation,” Sasi said. 

Even though the chances of reaching agreement did not 
look good on Monday, Sasi thinks that a presidium 
proposal can still be put together. But there is a great risk 
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that it will be a watered-down proposal which simply 
states that there is formal support for the working 
group's proposals, but which would stop short of com- 
menting on their content or details. 


Storm Stopped Aho 


Even the external setting for the meeting in Reykjavik 
was a touch chaotic, due to a storm passing over Iceland. 
Winds and snow prevented planes from landing in 
Reykjavik, and Prime Minister Esko Aho was forced to 
shelve his plans to participate in the Nordic prime 
ministers’ meeting on Monday. His plane had no alter- 
native but to turn back to Finland on Sunday evening. 
This meant a further reduction in Finnish representation 
at the major Nordic meeting. There was not a single 
minister present when the meeting opened and only six 
Finnish delegates. Only one Finnish minister, Coopera- 
tion Minister Ole Norrback, and 12 of the 18 Finnish 
delegates to the Nordic Council have any intention of 
coming to Reykjavik. One of the 12 is Hakan Nordman 
of the Swedish People’s Party who reversed his earlier 
decision not to take part. 

The prime ministers said at their meeting, in which 
Prime Minister Aho also participated via telephone and 
telefax, that the report of the working committee on 
reorganization was a good basis for the necessary adjust- 
ment of forms of cooperation and priorities to the 
demands of the future. Norwegian Prime Minister Gro 
Harlem Brundtland did not voice a dissenting opinion at 
this point 

“The main concern of the Council of Ministers is to 
concentrate activities in priority areas, while there is a 
need for the Nordic Council to make greater changes to 
its working methods. It is therefore logical that the 
Nordic Council and the Council of Ministers should 
follow up the report separately,” the prime ministers’ 
statement said. 


They emphasized that work must proceed at a rapid pace 
so that thorough reports can be presented at the Nordic 
Council’s next meeting in Kuopio in the autumn. The 
intention is that Nordic cooperation will function 
according to the new principles as of the beginning of 
next year. 


Passport Union and Schengen 


All of the Nordic prime ministers agreed that the 40- 
year-old Nordic passport union should not be jeopar- 
dized, even though more EU countries will soon adopt 
the border control regulations which are part of the 
Schengen agreement. Denmark has also applied for 
membership of this. So far the Schengen Convention has 
been signed by Germany, the Netherlands, Belgium, 
Luxembourg, France, Spain, and Portugal. It comes into 
force on 26 March and means that border controls 
between EU countries will be abolished. 


The prime ministers stressed the need for a common 
Nordic arrangement in relation to the Schengen Conven- 
tion in order to prevent new barriers being raised 
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between the Nordic countries, or between the Nordic 
area and the rest of Europe. 


The prime ministers said that the best prospects for 
retaining passportiess travel within the Nordic area in 
the context of broader European cooperation on border 
controls can be achieved through a common, positive, 
Nordic attitude to participation in Schengen coopera- 
tion. All of the countries are ready to begin negotiations 
with the Schengen countries in order to find a practical 
solution which would satisfy the interests of both the 
Nordic countries and the Schengen nations. 

The two non-EU members, Norway and Iceland, have 
declared that they are ready to shoulder the responsibil- 
ities of border control procedures which would conform 
fully to the Schengen convention's requirements for the 
EU’s external borders. 


tions do not reduce the possibility of effectively com- 
bating cross-border criminal activities. 

Each Nordic country will soon begin negotiations on 
how the Schengen convention and the Nordic passport 
union can be adapted to each other in practice. 
According to Danish Prime Minister Poul Nyrup- 
Rasmussen, positive signals have come from the 
“If we on the Nordic side can fulfill the requirements of 
the Schengen convention, there is every chance of being 
able to bring Schengen and our passport union in line 
with each other,” said Rasmussen, who thought it ought 
to be possible to resolve the issue before the end of the 
year. 


Norway 


Finland’s Rantanen Seeks Barents Area EU 
Funds 


BRO103112195 Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 
28 Feb 95 p7 


[Report by Kjell Dragnes: “Finnish Foreign Minister in 
Oslo Wants EU Funds for the North”] 
[FBIS Translated Text] Finnish Foreign Minister Paavo 


Rantanen wants more EU money for the region around 
the Barents Sea. 


Yesterday the former head of the major corporation 
Nokia who has been the foreign minister for three weeks 
now was in Oslo to discuss the challenges and problems 
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he shares with his Norwegian counterpart, Bjorn Tore 
Godal. One such issue concerned cooperation in the 
region around the Barents Sea where Finland occupies a 
key position. 


Before the referendum on EU membership last year 
Finland assumed the presidency of the Barents Council, 
and as an EU member state the country is very interested 
in attracting the attention—and funds—of the EU north- 
ward. From Oslo Rantanen traveled on to Brussels to 
discuss cooperation in the Barents region, among other 
“I want to be informed about the EU's plans and find out 
whether there is big money for such cooperation,” Ran- 
tanen said after his with Godal. “There are 


Godal only had positive things to say about the Finnish 
interest in the northern areas. An aggressive, active style 
were the words he used. 


However, the two foreign ministers spent much of their 
time together discussing the problems that have arisen 
with Finland in the EU and Norway outside. Finland 
wants to keep the Nordic family together but also real- 
izes that as an EU member state it must follow the rules 
laid down by the Union as a whole. 


One acute practical problem concerns exports of Norwe- 
gian fish. Duties have been imposed on Norwegian fish. 


carrying Norwegian 
Tornio between Finland and Sweden have created 
lengthy lines. The two ministers could not promise any 
swift solutions. 


Transitional Period 


“There is talk of a three-year transitional period. We 
want to try to find more smoothly functioning practical 
systems,” Rantanen said, adding that this matter wil! 
now be taken up by the EU institutions. Finland is 
traditionally a free-trade country, and wants to stay that 
way. However, if we are part of a customs union this will 
impose certain restrictions, the Finnish foreign minister 
pointed out. 

Paavo Rantanen took over as foreign minister when 
Heikki Haavisto suffered a stroke last month. After 
Stockholm, Oslo is the second capital he has visited in 
his new job. Stockholm is traditionally the first port of 
call for any newly appointed Finnish minister. 
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Press Criticizes U.S. Policy on Balkans 
95P20S555A 


[FBIS Media Note] Commentaries in the 5 February 
issue of the rightist Athens weekly TIPOS TIS KIRI- 
AKIS criticized the United States for its Balkans policy 
in general and its policy vis-a-vis Turkey in particular. 
Washington’s “dangerous” policy on the balance of 


ay ET RT 
into accoun 


ee i ne — 


an “scutely anti-American climate” in Greece. While 
is 


In another commentary, Yiorgos Kharvalias charged 


Paradoxically, ote Thanos Veremis, political history 
professor at Athens University and director genera! of 
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the Greek Institute for European and Foreign Policy 
(ELIAMEP), past Greek governments and public 


governing party even in an era of serious Albanian 
opposition to Greece. His counterpart in Sofia “never 
hid his preference” for the Union of Democratic Forces 
under Filip Dimitrov, responsible for a cooling in Greek- 
Bulgarian relations, Veremis continued. In both cases, 
this identification by the United States with “demo- 
cratic” parties stemmed from its “allergic reaction to 
whatever smacked of the old communist regimes, and 
indeed to socialism itself.” Washington's “embrace” of 
Balkan countrie& declaring their faith in liberal free- 


Turkey, a country that has not known communism, the 
United States tends in principle to favor the political 
forces which it believes represent prevailing attitudes 
among voters, supporting “nationalists and uncompro- 
misers” as a result. In fact, Veremis argued, U.S. offi- 
cials, influenced by the prevailing rhetoric of the past few 
years, “may well believe” that inflexibility in forcign 
policy represents the majority in Greece. 

Veremis expressed his belief that nationalism in Greece 
is now on the wane and that most Greeks are “lament- 
ing” the lost opportunities to play an important role in 


Greece and the United States in the Balkans is that 
Greece still prefers to deal with those Balkan parties that 
have freed themselves from nationalistic views, regard- 
less of which party is in power. “Conspiratorial views 
that have the Urited States dividing Balkan countries 
the better to control the area are too oversimplified and 
stereotyped to be valid,” Veremis concluded. 


Press Discusses Presidential Candidacies 
9SP20555B 


{[FBIS Media Note] The nomination of center-right 
Kostis Stefanopoulos as presidential candidate by the 
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Athanasios Tsaldharis, New Democracy's (ND) candidate. 


Stefanopoules Candidacy 


According to an article in the 13 February Athens daily 
TA NEA, POL.AN leader Andonios Samaras announced 
PASOK would follow his lead. The move was reportedly 
an attempt to forestall early elections, which would 
present the dilemma of a choice between Prime Minister 
Andreas Papandreou and former ND leader Konstand- 
inos Mitsotakis for president and would lead to “polar- 
ization.” What Samaras avoided mentioning, TA NEA 
claimed, was that the only “condition” posed by 
POL.AN concerned the government's eventual flexi- 
bility as to a name for the Former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia (FYROM) that would be unacceptable to 
hardliner POL.AN. 


POL.AN officials view the Tsaldharis candidacy as a 
“lifesaver” for PASOK, according to TA NEA, since the 
government could “resort” to it in the third round if 
PASOK deputies defec* in the first and second rounds of 
voting. In support of this argument, the article pointed to 
Samaras’ statement that Tsaldharis is “widely liked.” 


In announcing Stefanopoulos’ nomination, Papandreou 
explained the main reasons for PASOK’s decision, 
according to an article in the 16 February TA NEA. 
While PASOK does not lack able members, Papandreou 
was cited as saying, it believes that what is needed is a 
candidate that transcends party lines and attracts the 
widest acceptance. The nomination ensures the efficient 
functioning of the institutions and the constitution, 
according to Papandreou. It also responds to the October 
1993 election demand for a stable four-year government; 
responds to the desire to continue the period of 
economic and political stability; and it answers the 
demand that parties function responsibly as stable dem- 
ocratic institutions, Papandreou said. 


An article in the 16 February Athens daily 
ELEVTHEROTIPIA reported that while the Stefanopo- 
ulos nomination was “unanimously” approved by 
PASOK officials following Papandreou's proposal, other 
names surfaced as well. In fact, only !! of the 18 
members of the PASOK executive bureau originally 
proposed Stefanopoulos, while five proposed Yiannis 
Kharambopoulos and others made alternative proposals 
for the nomination of PASOK luminaries Paraskevas 
Avyerinos, Apostolos Lazaris, and others. Some 45 
members of the PASOK central committee proposed 
Stefanopoulos and 18 Kharalambopoulos. After a brief 
discussion, no objections to Stefanopoulos were raised, 
making the final decision unanimous. However, both 
Minister of Industry Kostas Simitis and Paraskevas 
Avyerinos referred to Stefanopoulos’ “conservative pro- 
file,” and Stefanos Tzoumakas spoke of the government 





ee ee ee Stefano- 
poulos or, as a last resort, for Everts Tsaldharis, and 
avoid early elections that would be “more catastrophic” 
for him than for the economy. Or he can vote against 
both of them, opting instead for early elections and 
renew his term in office if that is what he wishes. “Too 
bad for Kostis that he is being promoted by those who 
attacked his convictions and abilities when he was min- 


Te cove te es aie to wat PASO ceeoe 


Stefanopoulos’ nomination is “politically legitimate.” it 
entails some consequences that public opinion has a right 
to know, said an editorial in the 14 February Athens daily 
I KATHIMERINI. The PASOK-POL.AN cooperation 
ensures the continued existence of the present government 
through the “decisive” contribution of a party which 
“diametrically” opposes the government's economic and 
foreign policy, the editorial continued. Despite his siate- 
ments, Samaras did not impose additional conditions on 
the government with regard to cooperation in the presi- 
dential elections on such issues as FYROM, Albanian 
minorities, and Greco-Turkish issues. Finally, the editorial 
noted that Samaras’ 11 votes will only play a decisive role 
until the elections, for once the government overcomes this 
obstacle, its staying in power depends exclusively on its 
own will and unity. While these findings are not meant to 
criticize Samaras’ decision, they aim at informing public 
—— aaa artis 


Reaction of Other Parties 


ND officials greeted Stefanopoulos’ nomination with 
“relief,” claimed an article in the 16 February TA NEA, 
for they believe that ND leader Evert's strategy in the 
presidential elections issue is now “justified.” Evert's 
first objective was to avoid early elections, despite his 
statements to the contrary, for “it was the last thing he 
wished.” His second goal was to foster a PASOK- 
POL.AN cooperation in electing the new president so 
that ND can henceforth accure Samaras of supporting 
the continued existence of the PASOK government and 





This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 











FBIS-WEU-95-040 
I March 1995 


turning his party into its “crutch.” Evert’s third objec- 
tive was to be able to accuse PASOK of fearing carly 
elections lest it be defeated, the article contended. 
Despite the Tsaldharis nomination, the ND leadership 
deems that Stefanopoulos will win and that no defections 
will occur in either PASOK or POL.AN. 


eee ee 
Te, ati th ek eee 
that while a Stefanopoulos victory is “rather probable,” 
they believe it is not sufficiently ensured to avert the 
possibility of early elections. 


the 15 February | KATHIMERINI. While the two dis- 
tinguished politicians’ attributes are generally recog- 
nized with satisfaction, “worry and concern would 
perhaps be more in order,” he contended, for this kind of 
praise may mean that today honesty and ethos are “rare 
attributes” and that Stefanopoulos and Tsaldharis are 
exceptions to the “rule of dishonesty and shameful 
political behavior.” Additionally, it must be noted that 
neither candidate succeeded in active politics, or at least 
not to the extent that their generally acknowledged 
qualities would have warranted, Zoulas continued. 
Beyond having been president of the Chamber of Dep- 
uties, Tsaldharis did not occupy leadership positions. As 
for Stefanopoulos, it can be said he was “completely 
annihilated” in the political arena. It therefore appears 
that honesty and ethos are not advantages that help a 
politician's rise, Zoulas claimed. It can be argued that 
Stefanopoulos and Tsaldhari’s candidacies are “‘a 
somehow delayed but nevertheless sincere reward” for 
past injustice, but the same politicians who praise their 
personalities also insist on “reminding us that the pres- 
idency of the Republic is bereft of any real power and 
essentially cosmetic,” Zoulas concluded. 


Power Centers in Government Discussed 
9SP20553 


{Editorial Report] Undersecretary to the Prime Minister 
Andonis Livanis is Andreas *s closest aide, 
wrote I.K. Pretenderis in the 12 February Athens weekly 
TO VIMA TIS KIRIAKIS. Papandreou's day begins and 
ends with a phone call to Livanis, with several calls 
in-between, he contended. However, according to a 
government minister close to Papandreou, Livanis’ 
influence is exerted more with regard to people than 
policies. Almost as close to Papandreou as Livanis are 
the prime minister's “old friends,” Minister of Foreign 
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Affairs Karolos Papoulias and Minister of Merchant 
Marine Yiorgos Katsifaras, notably because the former 
operates in the sector of most interest to Papandreou, 
foreign policy, Pretenderis continued. Among the closest 
Papandreou aides are also Deputy Minister of Press and 
Mass Media Tilemskhos Khitiris and Minister of Press 
Evangelos Venizelos, with the latter considered the 
prime minister's principal advisor on political and insti- 
tutional issues, as well as on foreign policy. Venizclos’ 
ascendancy is “rather recent,” Pretenderis wrote, the 
minister of press was the cause of a “slight distancing” 
between Papandreou and Panhellenic Socialist Move- 
ment (PASOK) secretary general Akis Tsokhatzopoulos 
and Minister of Environment Kostas Lalictis, part of his 
traditional staff. This may explain the “rather cool” 
relations Tsokhatzopoulos and Laliotis maintain with 
Venizelos. Pretenderis cited “other sources” as reporting 
a “degree of rivalry” between Venizelos and former 
Minister of Justice Yeoryios Kouveiakis. 


Livanis was reportedly responsible for the appointment 
of loannis Pottakis, who replaced deputy minister to the 
prime minister Anastasios Peponis when the latter was 
appointed minister of justice, and of Yeoryios- Alexan- 
dros Mangakis, who repiaced Deputy Minister of For- 
eign Affairs loannis Kranidhiotis when the latier moved 
to the European Parliament, Pretenderis continued. 
However, he was reportedly not involved in Kouvelakis’ 
replacement, despite the two men’s “very friendly rela- 
tions.” Livanis’ role becomes even more vital when 
problems involving ministers from various areas must be 
dealt with, according to Pretenderis. Livanis virtually 
chaired a recent meeting on the privatization of the 
Skaramangas Shipyards, refuting Venizelos’ assertion 
that Livanis “does not chair meetings, but only convenes 
them in the name of the prime minister.” Participants in 
such meetings are cited by Pretenderis as reporting that 
Livanis’ presence is “discreet,” and that he listens more 
than he speaks. 

Papandreou maintains “good social relations” with a 
number of ministers such as Minister of Health Dhim- 
itrios Kremastinos and deputy Minister of Culture 
Yiorgos Lianis. Former Minister of Justice Kouvelakis 
was part of this group as well, as was Minister of Tourism 
Dhionisios Livanos “until recently.” 


A third group is constituted by the economic ministers, 
Minister of National Economy loannis Papandoniou 
and Minister of Finance Alexandros Papadhopoulos, 
who see Papandreou two or three times a month, or more 
often if necessary, Pretenderis continued. This cannot be 
said of Minister of Industry Kostas Simitis, who in 
January saw the prime minister probably for the first 
time since last summer. 


The cabinet is divided into two categories, according to 
Pretenderis. A number of ministers carry a lot of polit- 
ical weight, such as Laliotis and Simitis, and can easily 
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INC: Turkish Troops Massing on North Iraq 
Border 


NC2802214095 Paris AFP in English 2122 GMT 
28 Feb 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Nicosia, Feb 28 (AFP)— 
Turkey is massing troops along its border with Iraq, 
opposition groups based in Kurdish-controlled northern 
iraq said Tuesday [28 February]. 


The Iraqi Nationa! Congress [INC], an alliance of groups 
opposed to Baghdad, told AFP in Nicosia that Turkey 


Turkish units are positioned on the Turkish bank of the 
river marking the border between the two countries 
opposite the town of Zakho, said an INC spokesman in 
London contacted by telephone. 


He said the scale of the troop movements was at least as 
large as a mobilisation by Ankara in October-November 
1992, when Turkish troops launched a huge operation in 
northern Iraq against camps of separatist Turkish Kurds. 


He said some 20,000 Turkish soldiers took part in the 
1992 air and ground offensive against the outlawed 
Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK) which left more than 
1,000 people dead. 


Around ten thousand PKK rebels fighting to carve out a 
separate state in Turkey had fled over the border to the 
mountains of northern Iraq, from where they launched 
deadly attacks on Turkish border posts. 


Northern Iraq has been under Kurdish control since an 
uprising at the end of the 1991 Gulf War in defiance of 


Baghdad. 

Allied warplanes patrol an air exclusion zone imposed 
north of the 36th parallel to protect the Kurds from the 
forces of Iraqi President Saddam Husayn, flying mis- 
sions from a base in Incirlik, Turkey. 


The INC which includes both Arab and Kurdish oppo- 
sition is based in Salah al-Din near the main city 
of Irbil in northern Iraq as well as in London. 


A huge car bomb in Zakho killed 78 people on Monday. 
border town on Tuesday accused a rival Iraqi Kurdish 
2 oO eee oa oe 


Ataman: UN Forces’ ‘Surrender’ Unacceptable 


TA0103115595 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1100 GMT I Mar 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Turkey, one of the main 
defenders of stability and cooperation in Bosnia- 
Herzegovina, has announced that it will continue to 
determinedly make efforts toward peace. 
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Replying to a question during his weekly news conference, 
Foreign Ministry spokesman Ferhat Ataman said Presi- 
dent Suleyman Demirel visited Bosnia-Herzegov.ara 
within the framework of the mission he undertook to 
contribute to the peace process. Ataman stressed that the 
fact that the president could not go to Sarajevo meant the 
obstruction of the peace efforts. He said the surrender of 
the UN peace force—which is deployed in the region to 
protect peace—to the blackmail of the aggressor is unac- 
ceptable. He added: This, unfortunately, reveals to the 
whole world once again UNPROFOR's [United Nations 
Protection Forces] inadequacy and helplessness and the 
fact that it can be used as a tool in the hands of the 
aggressor. We hope the world will realize that the time has 
come to stop the aggressors blackmail and obstruction of 
the peace process. 


SIRNER, REGEN, CURES See Asta 


Normalization of Ties Discussed 


NC2702212995 Ankara TURKISH DAILY NEWS in 
English 25 Feb 95 pp 1, A8& 


[Report by Umit Enginsoy] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Ankara—Turkish diplo- 
mats, in meetings with a visiting senior Armenian offi- 
cial, have said Yerevan has to take concrete and 
constructive steps if it wants normalization of ties with 
Ankara. 


Diplomatic sources said Turkish officials told Zhirair 
Liparitian that to defuse tension in Yerevan's ties with 
Ankara, Armenians should pull out from the occupied 
Azeri lands—excluding the disputed enclave of 
Nagorno-Karabakh—and drop their rejection of Turkish 
participation in a planned peacekeeping force for Kara- 
bakh. is Armenian President Levon Ter- 
Petrosian’s top foreign policy advisor. The Turkish 
diplomats also asked Armenia to exert pressure on the 
Karabakh Armenians to ease their position regarding a 
peace process sponsored by the Organization for Secu- 
wo Ak wg apy high 

bakh problem. The visit of Liparitian, who was in 
Ankara originally to attend a conference on the Southern 
Caucasus region, changed its dimension as the Armenian 
president's adviser met foreign Minister Murat Karay- 
alcin on Thursday night when the Turkish side presented 
him with Ankara’s demands. Liparitian was also 
received on Friday by President Suleyman Demirel and 
Prime Minister Tansu Ciller. At talks with Karayalcin, 
creation of diplomatic ties at the current stage was not 
put on the agenda, but the two sides discussed “potential 
economic cooperation, including border trade. in the 
event of normalized bilateral ties,” the sources said. 
Liparitian, who told the conference on Thursday that 
Armenia wanted normalized relations with Turkey, 
including diplomatic ties, was asked by journalists on 





[This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 











8 TURKEY 


Friday if he were hopeful about an improvement in 
relations with Turkey in the short term. He replied: 
“Yes, I'm hopeful,” but added, “setting up normal ties 
should take place without preconditions.” 

Liparitian also said Armenia still thought that Turkey’s 
participation in the Karabakh peace force was “not a 
good idea.” Both Armenia and the Karabakh Armenians 
say Turkey is not impartial regarding the conflict, there- 
fore its participation in the force should be avoided. 


Turkey, one of the first countries to recognize Armenia’s 
independence in late 1991, had then refused to set up 
diplomatic ties with Yerevan due to an Armenian mili- 
tary campaign in Azerbaijan. 

Meanwhile, a senior Azerbaijani official blasted poten- 
tial warming up of ties between Ankara and Yerevan, 
saying, “If Turkey accepts improving relations with 
Armenian before all Armenian troops pull out from the 
occupied Azeri territory, the Azeri people will think that 
this is a sellout.” 


Vefa Guluzade, top advisor of Azeri resident Heydar 
Aliyev, told reporters in Ankara that in such a case the 
Armenian invasion would become permanent, since the 
Armenians, relieved by the lifting of an ongoing Turkish 
embargo, would never consider withdrawal from the 
occupied Azeri lands. 


Guluzade, in Ankara also to attend the Southern Cau- 
casus conference, said Turkey was under strong pressure 
by the United States to improve ties with Yerevan to 
give relief to Armenia’s battered economy. 


A Turkish diplomatic source said Turkey's policy for 
improved ties with Armenian only after the pulling out 
of Armenian troops from Azerbaijan had not changed. 
But he also reached against Guluzade’s remarks, saying, 
“We don't interfere in Azerbaijan's affairs, and the same 
thing should also be valid vice versa. Turkey builds its 
Caucasian policy taking into account a wide range of 
issues.” 

Guluzade and Liparitian also had a two-hour private 
meeting on Friday morning at Hacettepe University, 
where the conference was held, but the Azeri president's 
advisor later reported no progress regarding the Azeri- 
Armenian conflict. Liparitian said he was not authorized 
to speak on behalf of the Karabakh Armenians who are 
mainly involved in the fight against Azerbaijan. [passage 
omitted] 


Meeting ‘Good Sign’ 
NC0103090995 Istanbul TURKIYE in Turkish 
25 Feb 95 p 9 


[FBIS Translated Text] Ankara—The international con- 
ference on the south Caucasus organized jointly by the 
Turkish Cooperation and Deveiopment Agency and the 
Foreign Policy Institute became the venue for intensive 
Armenian-Azerbaijani talks. Armenian President Levon 
Ter-Petrosian’s chief adviser, Zhirayr Liparitian, and 
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Azerbaijani President Heydar Aliyev’s adviser on for- 
eign policy affairs, Vafa Guluzade, met yesterday and 
the day before yesterday. The two officials met for two 
hours. 


Guluzade said: “I exchanged views with Liparitian on 
peace. We assessed various views and positions. We are 
still in the process of talks and there has been no 
development so far. We want peace. In my view, Russia 
is obstructing the peace. Peace could come to the region 
if Russia wants it.” 

The Turkish diplomatic sources described the Armenia 
and Azerbaijani officials’ meeting in Ankara as a good 
sign. A high-ranking official said of the peace process: 
“The details are not important but the process is. The 
sides do not trust each other so a difficult process lies 
ahead.” 


Kazimirov’s Warning to Yerevan, Baku on Oil 
Reported 


NC2802143895 Istanbul HURRIYET in Turkish 
22 Feb 95 p 12 


[Report hy Nerdun Hacioglu: “Russia’s Warning on 
Oil”) 

[FBIS Translated Text] Russia has warned Azerbaijan 
and Armenia not to use the question of oil to secure 
concessions on the Karabakh dispute. Viadimir 
Kazimirov, President Yeltsin's special representative on 
the Karabakh dispute, said: “The sides may use the 
question of oil to worsen the dispute. Russia and Turkey 
must obstruct the use of the oil project with ill will 
[sentence as published}.” Otherwise, said Kazimirov., the 
war in the region will not end. 


In an exclusive statement to HURRIYET, Kazimirov, 
who is mediating between Azerbaijan and Armenia, said 
that he does not believe that the fighting will be resumed 
in Karabakh, as claimed by the Armenian side. He 
asserted: “Very serious international pressure exists at 
the present time. The side that will restart the fighting 
will lose many points.” 


Red Telephone Line 


Stressing that the joint Russia~-CSCE [as published] plan 
on Karabakh, which was adopted during the CSCE 
summit in Budapest in 1994, called for many painful 
sacrifices for “the establishment of peace in Karabakh,” 
Kazimirov asserted: “The plan does not support the 
interests of any of the sides. We expect the sides to make 
sacrifices for peace.” 


Regarding the progress that has been made since the 
CSCE summit, Kazimirov said: “A red telephone line 
has been established between Yerevan and Baku to stop 
clashes. We held talks with the heads of state of the two 
countries and convinced them to agree to have the 
telephone line established between the defense and for- 
eign ministries of the two republics. We plan to have the 
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cease-fire agreement, which has been in force for nine 
months, maintained in the future. The process of 


Turkey's Viewpoint 

Asked whether or not Turkey has changed its approach 
since the summit in Budapest, Kazimirov asserted: “The 
United States, Russia, and Turkey worked together on 


Officials Deny Problem Over Azerbaijani Oil 
Share 


NC2702215095 Ankara TURKISH DAILY NEWS in 
English 23 Feb 95 p AS 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Turkish officials on Wednesday 
[22 February] denied 2 problem with Turkey's 
recently increased share from Azerbaijan's new Caspian 
oilfields to be developed by a Western-dominated inter- 


national consortium. Turkey, originally participating in 
the deal with _1.75 percent, got an added five percent 


met in London earlier in the month. But doubts were 
raised when some private Turkish TV channels reported 
that Natiq Aliyev, the director of the Azerbaijani state 
oil company SOCAR had said Turkey's increased share 
was not finalized and would depend on a deal with Iran. 
Commenting on the reporis, Ahmet Gokcen, the under- 
secretary of the Ministry of Energy and Natural 
Resources, said had also been interested to 
give Iran five percent of its shares, but the consortium 


stance. ““We are also a member of the Consortium, and 
hence, we, too, have a say on the share to be given to 
Iran. And our attitude is not a negative one,” Gokcen 
told the Anatolia news agency in a seeming bid to 


appease Azerbaijani officials. 
Erbakan Calis For Cleansing Turkey of Problems 
NC0103120595 Istanbul TURKIYE in Turkish 
25 Feb 95 p 2 
[Report by Resat Suphesiz] 
[FBIS Translated Text] Istanbul—RP [Welfare Party] 


“Turkey's problems on the threshold of the 21st cen- 
tury” after the meal. 
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Preferring to describe Turkey's situation in graphic 
terms during most of his speech, Erbakan aid that he was 
not engaged in fiction, but rather was proposing solu- 
tions after having analyzed the problems with the rigor 
of the mathematical sciences. Indicating that Turkey is 
like a sunken ship on the threshold of the 21st century, 
Erbakan said: “This picture will not change as long as the 
germs in the present system are not flushed out.” 


Erbakan'‘s Findings and Proposals 


In his speech Erbakan described terrorism, unemploy- 
ment, the minimum wage problem, backwardness, for- 
cign dependence, and insipidness in running the country 
as the five most important problems facing Turkey. He 
considered putting an end to the mimicking of the West; 
renouncing the [bank] interest system; establishing a 
great Turkey with the use of devoted cadres; forming the 
Islamic Union; and establishing a new world order as 
unavoidable remedies. RP leader Erbakan described 
[bank] interest, unjust taxes, the printing and devalua- 
tion of the currency by decrees, and the banking sysiem 
as “germs.” 

It Is the East That Is Developing 


Stressing that Turkey is not a prisoner of the West, 
MUSIAD leader Ero! Yarar said in his speech: “It is not 
the West but the East that is developing. Everybody is in 
a race to seize a share in the market in the East.” 


Yarar said that regardless of some circles’ efforts to show 
the customs union as a great opportunity for Turkey. not 
even a single serious doctoral thesis has been prepared 
on the issue. He indicated that the West never takes a 
step before making a detailed calculation. MUSIAD 
leader Yarar considered as a great deficiency the fact that 
Turkey has launched no infrastructural investigation for 
the customs union and the issue has been debated only 
by a few industrialists and businessmen. 


A great number of businessmen, industrialists, writers, 
and journalists attended the fast-breaking dinner at 


Ciragan Palace. 


Iranian-Turkish Islamists’ Interaction Seen 


NC2802114995 Ankara TURKISH DAILY NEWS in 
English 23 Feb 95 p Bi 


[Part one of a two-part article by Dr. Nilufer Narli: “The 
Interaction Between Iranian & Turkish Islamists and the 
Iranian Revolution”) 

{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Istanbul—The 16th anniver- 
sary of the Iranian Islamic Revolution was celebrated on 
February 12, 1995. Over the last 16 years revolutionary 
Islamicist ideas Lave brought changes to the countries 
= ——¥ Muslim populations, creating much unrest 


For example in Algeria the Islamic Front (FIS) won the 
jority of the votes in the first round of the elections in 
1992. The Islamicist party was set to take power, but was 
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blocked when the Algerian government cancelled the 
final elections which the FIS was poised to win. 


In Turkey the Welfare Party (RP) won the municipal 
elections held on March 27, 1994 in the two major cities, 
Istanbul and Ankara, as well as 22 provinces. 


Did the militant Islamic movements in Iran affect the 
people of Turkey even before the Revolution of 19797 
According to the leader of Iran's Islamic Revolution, 
Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeyni, the situation in Turkey 
young, as a response to political developments in Iran in 
the late 1970s. 

In an interview held in Paris with Khomeyni by Hamid 
Algar on December 29 1978, printed in his 1985 book 
“Islam and Revolution: The Imam Khomeyni”, he 
emphasized the impact of Iran's Islamic movement on 
the people of predominantly Muslim countries, 
including Turkey, who were attracted to the Shi'ite 
tradition of rejecting illegitimate (i.c. non-Islamic) 
authority. 


Khomeyni explained why the Islamic movement in Iran 
climaxed in 1978, and was transformed into a revolution 
on the “threshold of victory”. He also mentioned the 
response of Muslims living in neighboring countries to 
the uprising in Iran, giving a detailed explanation of the 
events taking place in Iran: “The religious scholars of 
Qom rose up in protest, and the government sought a 
confrontation with them. So the Muslim people joined in 
the proiest of their leaders and a massacre ensued. These 
events were followed by commemorative assemblies 
forty days after the death of the martyrs, which in turn 
produced further martyrs, and further commemorative 
gatherings.” 

As a result of this cycle the people gradually lost fear of 
the police and their inhibitions dissolved, and “they 
realized they could demonstrate and speak out against 
the Shah and the government”, wrote Algar. Khomeyni 
went on to say that the revolutionary uprising would 
continue until the Shah's government was toppled. 


Khomeyni later discussed the response of Islamic orga- 
nizations in Arab countries, Pakistan and Turkey to the 
uprising in Iran. He mentioned the expression of soli- 
darity with the Iranian radicals by individual citizens 
and groups, and the lack of support for the revolution 
from any Muslim government. Khomeyni underlined 
the conflict between Islamic groups and the people on 
one hand, and the public authorities in the predomi- 
nately Muslim countries on the other. Hence while the 
authorities feared the consequences of the revolutionary 
uprising in Iran for their own positions, the people were 
rising up against their non-Islamic systems of govern- 
ment. Khomeyni related the rise of Islamic movements 
in Turkey in the 1970s to the ongoing revolutionary 
Islarnic movements in Iran. 


According to Khomeyni’s words in 1978, “Demands for 
an Islamic state are now being heard in Turkey as well, 
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partly as a result of what is happening in Iran.” Khom- 
eyni referred generally to the rise of Islamic movements 
in the 1970s in Turkey, and specifically to the clashes 
between the Shi'ites and the Sunnis in the southern 
Turkish city of Kahramanmaras. This antagonism, 
which was expressed violently in 1978, resulted from the 
conflicting political views of these two groups. 


It would be misleading to explain the Kahramanmaras 
events solely in relation of what was happening in Iran, 
though the Turkish Islamic weekly TEVHID’s [as pub- 
lished] in its issue #4 of 1978 gave an analysis that 
prompted Khomeyni to relate the events in light of the 
Iranian Islamic movements. It is true that radicals in 
Turkey, either Islamicists or Leftists, were influenced by 
the anti-Western revolutionary movement in Iran and 
looked upon it as an exemplary struggle against “West- 
ern imperialism” in the late 1970s. 


After the Revolution of 1979 Khomeyni, both as a 
revolutionary and spiritual leader, influenced the 
Turkish Islamists. Primarily the supporters of the 
National Salvation Party (led by Necmettin Erbakan) 
and many Islamic cemaats“ (associations) and 
“tarikats” (religious orders) hailed the Revolution and 
looked upon it as the victory of Islam over wesierniza- 
tion and secularism. Khomeyni inspired and mobilized 
many Turkish Islamicists to undertake political action. 
His views radicalized their organizations and political 
discourse. 


Muslims in Turkey became aware of the revolutionary 
potential of Islam, and became convinced and confident 
in their “dava”, the struggle to establish an Islamic state. 
A significant number of respondents to a recent survey of 
$00 Islamicist students in Istanbul revealed that Khom- 


eyni’s religious-political views are taken as a guide. 


The revolutionary stance crated by the Iranian Revolution 
was a watershed in the evolution of the Turkish Islamist 
movement, which began in the late 1920's. In its carly 
stages the Egyptian Islamicisis, including Hasan al-Banna, 
founder of the Muslim Brotherhood Association in 1928, 
Sayyid Qutub, Mohammad Qutub, Abd-al-Qadir 'Awdah, 
and Sa’id Hawwa from Syria and Abu-al-la al-Muwdudi of 
Pakistan were the most influential thinkers providing 
intellectual inspiration for the Turkish Islamicist move- 
ment in the early 1950s. During the early years of the 
Republic the circulation of the publications and ideas of 
Arab thinkers was limited, due to the relations with the 
Middle Eastern countries and secularist measures in 
Turkey. With the 1950 electoral victory of the Democrats, 
who took a liberal attitude towards religious causes, the 
number of Islamic associations and tarikats mushroomed. 
Relations between the Arab and Turkish ulema were soon 
established. Some imams and Mufti went to Cairo and 
Baghdad to study theology. 


In the 1960s many were introduced to the ideas Sayyid 
Qutub. His major work written in 1964, Ma’‘alim Fi 
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al-Tarig (Signs on the Path) was translated into Turkish 
in 1967 under the title Yoldaki Isaretler. 


The work deeply influenced the Islamic sentiments of 
many young people and provided the Islamicists with a 
new analysis of political phenomena, viewing all social, 
economic and cultural factors in religious terms. It also 
re-opened divisions between the “Islamic” and “secu- 
lar” cultures, and highlighted contradictions between the 
Muslim East and christian West. 


Sayyid Qutub, Hasan al-Banna and Hasan al-Hudaybi 
became the gurus for Turkish Islamicists. Their reli- 
gious-political views and theories provided order and 
direction to the nascent Turkish Islamicist movement, 
which had been unorganized and diffused in the 1950. In 
the 1970's increased pluralism and the highly iiberal 
political environment created by the 1961 constitution 
unleashed several new ideologies confronting the cen- 
tralist secular elite who promoted Kemalist reform ideas. 
Alongside the authoritarian ultranationalist right and the 
left, Islam emerged as a political ideology of the 1970s 
with Islamic causes promoted by various associations 
and tarikats. Islamicists, however, did not have a distinc- 
tive identity nor did they have a comprehensive ideology 
or well-defined strategy. Though Islam as a political 
was overtly expressed with the foundation of 
the National Order Party in January of 1970 under the 
leadership of Necmettin Erbakan, Islamicists did not 
have the complete independence from state apparatus 
they have by and large today. They needed to forge 
alliances with the right-wing parties in order to survive 
and protect their interests in the 1905s, 60s and 70s. For 
example, mergers between the Nurcus (followers of the 
Light Movement founded by Said Nursi), the Demo- 
cratic Party and its successor, the Justice Party, took 
place several times from the 1950s onwards. 


This often compelled the Islamicists to compromise with 
the ruling party, hence with the principles of a secular 
democratic state. Tarikats’ former alliances with the 
right-wing parties hampered the development of the 
“ruling circles” (muktedir cevreler) for a long time. 


Tarikats lacked a political function, and their activities 
were mainly confined to worship. This is why the young 
radicals of the 1990s are highly critical of tarikat activi- 
ties. Neither have Islamicist associations enjoyed com- 
plete independence vis-a-vis the state and its religious 
institutions, despite the existence of small, clandestine 
radical groups, many of which conducted anti-regime 
activities in Turkey in the 1970's. 


With the Iranian Islamic Revolution, however, the 
Islamicist movement has undergone a change. It has 
dissociated itself from the political parties and tradi- 
tional Islamic associations, adopting a radical form. 


From the very beginning the Turkish Islamicists were 
excited to see that Islam contained a revolutionary 
character, and could be used to guide people in religious 
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and political affairs and alter regimes based on “man- 
made” laws. Khomeyni's emphasis on the revolutionary 
character of Islam, the guiding role of the ulema in all 
matiers instead of solely religious affairs, and on the 
ulema’s i from ruling circles, as well as his 
call for fighting against all forces of “kufur” (impiety), 
such as the separation of religion and politics, provided 
a new revolutionary outlook to the Turkish Islamicist 
movement. This profoundly changed the movement’s 
philosophy and direction. 

When Iranian Muslims with Khomeyni at their head 
overthrew the Shah and his secular, pro-Western govern- 
ment to establish a theocratic Islamic Republic, relations 
with secular, pro-Western Turkey were inevitably dis- 
turbed. After the fall of the Shah, Khomeyni was reluc- 
tant to pursue relations with Turkey. Given Turkey's 
pro-Western stance, he feared that Turkish territory 
could serve as a stage for Western intervention against 
the infant Islamic republic. Even in the Western press, 
rumors circulated in the early 1980s that the Shah's army 
was deployed and exercising in Eastern Anatolia, 
awaiting the opportunity to overthrow Khomeyni’s 
regime. Similarly, preoccupation with the threat of U.S. 
intervention led Iran to oppose Turkey's participation in 
NATO Rapid Deployment Force in the early 1980s. 


By the same token, revolutionary Iran seemed to threaten 
the stability of Turkey, which was itself undergoing an 
acute social and political crisis. Many in Ankara feared the 
Islamic Revolution might be “exported” to Turkey. 
Indeed, the Iranian government openly criticized Ataturk 
and his reforms, maintaining that ihe secular regime of 
Turkey was not legitimate because it had not been adopted 
or supported by the Muslim populace. Rumors circu- 
lated—again in the Western press—that Iran was orga- 
nizing and mobilizing Armenian terrorists to foster unrest 
and religious revolt in Turkey. 


Though these incidents never resulted in a diplomatic 
break between the two countries, their opposing ideolo- 
gies clearly made Iran and Turkey uneasy neighbors. 


Yet if the Islamic Revolution inspired mistrust and fear 
in official Ankara, it also raised the hopes of many 
Muslim activists in Turkey. 


It provided a new model revolutionizing the concept of 
Islam. In fact, some revolutionary-minded Turks, 
whether leftist or ultranationalist, defected to the Islam- 
icist camp since the Iranian Revolution was seen as 
triumphing over Western imperialism and the ruling 
elite in the Muslim world. Ayatollah Khomeyni’s rise to 
power inspired particular enthusiasm in the National 
Salvation Party (NSP), an Islamicist party formed in 
1970 under the name “National Order Party,” to advo- 
cate Islamicizing Turkey's cultural life and political 
institutions. The leader of the NSP, Necmettin Erbakan, 
was extremely outspoken in his support of the new 
regime in Tehran in 1979, but the party was dissolved 
after the military coup of 1980. 
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After the dissolution of the NSP Islamicists were 
deprived of a party structure. 


This deprivation, coupled with the impact of Khom- 
eyni’s radical Islamic ideas inspired many Islamicists to 
seek non-parliamentary strategies. Young Islamicists 
rejected party politics, ballots and democracy. 


Rather, they adopted the principles of a new strategy: 
Islam by force and Islam by “education.” In this context 
education includes the provision for “ilm”’, which means 
“Islamic knowledge’, training in all matters and 
appealing directly to the individual conscience. 


The initial tide of enthusiasm for the Iranian Revolution 
gradually ebbed, however, as the excesses and radicalism 
of Tehran’s policies became apparent. The Iranian 
model for an Islamic state continued to lose support as 
old patterns of conflict reasserted themselves between 
the predominately Sunni Turkish Muslims and the pre- 
dominately Shi’ite Iranians, conflict which had given 
rise to protracted wars between the Ottoman and Persian 
empires in the past. Some of the Islamicist groups which 
had overwhelmingly supported the Iranian revolution at 
the beginning became more cautious towards it and 
urged their followers to calm down and evaluate future 
developments. 


The conflicts between those radicals who identify with 
Iran and their more cautious counterparts divided the 
Turkish Islamicists in two main camps in the early 
1980s: pro-Iranian groups which refused to attend 
Friday prayer were labeled “cumasizlar,” anti-Friday, 
while the Friday congregations were seen to be the 
creature of the system, collaborators with the secular 
state and its institutions. 


More on Iranian-Turkish Islamists Interaction 


NC2802144295 Ankara TURKISH DAILY NEWS in 
English 24 Feb 95 p B1 


[Part two of a two-part article by Dr. Nilufer Narii: “The 
Interaction between Iranian and Turkish Islamists and 
the Iranian Revolution”} 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Istanbul—The question of rec- 
Ognizing the revolutionary Iranian Ulema as the highest 
authority (the question of “beyat”) was the source of 
conflicting debates among the Islamicists. A pro-Iranian 
group, the Hezbollah Muslims, was harshly criticized by 
the conservative Sunni fundamentalists, who do not seek 
to replace the secular state with “sharia,” Islamic law. 
Hezboliah was criticized on the grounds that they were 
merely tools of Tehran in exporting Shi'ite revolution to 
Turkey. As Rusen Cakir observed in his 1990 book Ayet 
ve Slogan, this group was isolated and lost its former 
influence on the Islamicists in the late 1980s. 


Other pro-Iranian radicals disseminated their views 
through a number of periodicals called Tehvid (Unity), 
Istiklal-Sehadet (Independence), Soz (The Word), Dunya 
ve Islam (The World And Islam), Yeryuzu (The Earth), 
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and Davet (The Call, published by the pro-Iranian 
Nurcus). These groups viewed the moderate Islamicists 
and traditional pious people as passive, compromised 
Muslims who were manipulated by the state, and even by 
the Western powers. Therefore the radicals called them 
to wake up, see the “truth” and discover “true Islam.” In 
general, the sources of antagonism between pro-and 
anti-Khomeini groups lay in three main areas 
throughout the 1980s: attending the Friday Prayer; 
whether party politics is “kufur” or justifiable in Islam; 
and whether Turkey is “darul-harp” or “dar-ul-Islam,” a 
“state of war” or a “state of Islam.” The adversarial 
nature of the conflict and the disunity it caused upset 
many Islamicists who had already begun to search for a 
cure in the mid-80s. 


To end this disunity, a group of young Islamicists under 
the leadership of Mehmet Metiner published a journal, 
Girisim [Initiative], in 1985. The Girisim group called 
on the Islamicists to come to terms with rival groups, 
and open up to other, non-Islamicist political groups. 


In one of his most influential articles, “Genc Kusagin 
Misyonu” (“The Mission Of the Young Generation”), 
Metiner emphasized the unifying function of Islam and 
the utility of party politics and free election in Islami- 
cizing public life and legislation. He underlined the 
futility of meaningless discussions over the issues of the 
Friday Prayer and “‘beyat”’ to Tehran. 


Later in his book “Safakta 10 Gun” (“The Days in the 
Dawn”) Metimer again discussed the “useless” ideological 
confrontation between anti-and pro-Khomeini groups. 
The call for mutual respect and dialogue, and the efforts 
toward re-establishing unity among the Islamicists bore 
fruit. As a result, antagonistic relations between Islamicist 
factions largely disappeared in the 1980s. 


As Metimer explains, after achieving unity at the com- 
munal (cemaat) level amidst the various sources of poten- 
tial fragmentation, taassup (chavinism) and assabiah 
(asserting the primacy of the group against the others). 
Islamicists decided to work together to overcome funda- 
mental challenges such as the banning of the veil, the status 
of Saint Sofia, etc. As a consequence, the functions collab- 
orated in a number of protests and petitions against the 
ban on the turban (head scarf) in 1989. 


Along with the consolidating efforts of the young Islam- 
icists, the Welfare (Refah) Party, as the successor to the 
National Salvation Party has become more sensitive to 
the needs of its young followers and has undertaken the 
role of bringing together the various Islamicist move- 
ments under one umbrella. Though the young radicals 
criticize the “pragmatic’”’ discourse of the Welfare Party, 
that is, its promises of an improved economic situation, 
prosperity and social welfare; and deride its mass-party 
appeal rather than a narrowly-defined ideology, they still 
support the party. They donated personal possessions 
such as gold watches and jewelry and were involved in 
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campaigning before the general election in October 
1991. The conflict between pro- and anti-Tehran groups 
remains unresolved. For example, the radical Ibda group 
harshly criticized Shi'ite radicalism and Islamicists who 
are loyal to Tehran. The Ibda aims to organize radical 
Muslims independent of Iran. In their publication 
“Taraf” (The Side, February 1992) Ibda accused the 
pro-Iranian groups of being instruments of the Shi'ite 
expansionist aims. 


The antagonism between the pro-lranian radicals—most 
of whom are influenced by the teachings of revolutionary 
Shi'ite thinkers like Ali Shariati—and Sunni moderates 
who synthesize nationalist causes with Islam has been 
sharpened with the rise of neo-nationalism and neo- 
Ottomanism. Neo- nationalism is a new-found sense of 
ethnicity among Turks as they watch the reemergence of 
Turkish communities from the Balkans to China and 
nurtured by the events around them, most notably the 
growth of ever more outspoken Kurdish nationalism. 
Neo-Ottomanism is a reevaluation of the Ottoman past 
with a deep respect, and nostalgia, and investigating 
whether the Ottoman model would provide any solution 
to the present problems. 


These two currents nourish the ulkucu cause, which puts 
national ideals above religious concerns. The ulkucu 
movement represents a wide spectrum of political ten- 
dencies ranging from the Turkish Islamic Synthesis 
doctrine, and ultra-nationalism with strong Islamic sen- 
timents, to radical Islam. 


While there are many ulkucus with corporatist tenden- 
cies and loyalty to the existing regime, there are radical 
groups whose political targets are articulated and in 
uniquely Islamic slogan: “A Muslim Turkey should be 
created and an Islamic system will empower Turkey.” 
Despite this diversity, anti-foreign stance and giving 
priority to national interests unite these groups. Consis- 
tent with their nationalism and orthodox Sunni funda- 
mentalism, they reject radical Shi'ite teachings and 
Iranian involvement in the Islamist affairs in Turkey. 
And despite the Iranian influence having decreased, the 
Islamic Revolution remains a source of inspiration. 


Turkish-Iranian Relations: Where Will They Go? 


What is the future of Turkish-Iranian relations? Despite 
ideological differences, conflicting worries over the ethnic 
minorities of the border regions and the recent competi- 
tion for increased influence in the Turkic republics, both 
countries have an interest in improving their trade rela- 
tions. In the midst of the Gulf War, the Turco-Iranian 
Joint Economic Committee (JEC) met in Ankara to study 
how to improve relations and how to increase the volume 
of trade between Iran and Turkey, which had dropped by 
50 percent over the previous few years. 

In early February 1992 Economic Cooperation Organi- 
zation foreign ministers met in Ankara. Besides dis- 
cussing broadening links between member states (Iran, 
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Turkey and Pakistan), ECO foreign ministers welcomed 
into their membership the Muslim-populated republics 
of Azerbaijan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan. Tajikstan 
and the predominately Christian Armenia have also 
asked to join the economic organization, according to 
the IRNA (Iranian National News Agency) report in the 
“KAYHAN INTERNATIONAL” (February 13, 1992). 


The Tehran ECO summit was to follow this ECO 
meeting. The summit was held on February 16-17, 1992. 
Then-President Turgut Ozal of Turkey and delegations 
from Azerbaijan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan were 
present. The aim of Tehran, as explained by “Ala’eddin 
Borujerdi, Iran’s deputy foreign minister for Asia and 
the Pacific, is to increase the ECO’s economic and 
humanitarian assistance to the new states and consoli- 
date mutual ties. 


Ankara attached great importance to the first ECO 
summit, a major step in economic cooperation. For 
Ankara, cooperation with Iran in commerce, transporta- 
tion, natural gas and oil, tourism and other sectors is 
vital to Turkey’s economic growth. For Tehran, Turkish 
economic assistance may also be helpful in rebuilding 
Iran’s war-damaged economy. 


In the political realm, too, there are good reasons for 
Turkey and Iran to continue their cooperation. Middle 
East expert C. Candar has pointed out that “having 
smooth relations with Iran would give Turkey the nec- 
essary breathing space and area to maneuver on the 
diplomatic field.” 

And though Iran questions Turkey's pro-Western forcign 
policy and its commitment to NATO, it still needs 
Turkey as a diplomatic partner. 


In October 1989 Iranian Deputy Foreign Minister ‘Ali 
Mohammad Besharati suggested that new bridges could 
be built with the Bush administration, and broad seg- 
ments of the Iranian people seem to support President 
Hashemi-Rafsanjani’s view that the time has come for 
Iran to normalize its ties with the rest of the world. In the 
rapprochement between Iran and the West, Turkey is 
obviously in a position to play an important interme- 
diary role. 


Turkey maintains an enduring, unshakable interest in a 
strong bilateral relationship with Iran. This relationship 
is rooted in history, geopolitical complementing, shared 
cultural values and the ability to work together for 
long-term interests. Strong Turkish-Iranian relations 
promote stability in the region. 

After the Islamic Revolution, cooperation even with an 
unreliable Iran seemed better than no cooperation at all; 
in the wake of the Gulf War and in light of the postwar 
developments, it seems more important than ever. 


Yet if Iran and Turkey's relationship is not to founder on 
the problem of ethnic and religious minorities, they must 
abandon old confrontations and respond to geo-political 
realities in a spirit of alliance. The underlying philosophy 





This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 























44 TURKEY 


stabilizing effects not only on the future of the Middle 
East, but also of Asia, which includes the troublesome 


The Iranian reaction to Turkey's role in sponsoring and 
organizing new regional initiatives, e.g. its criticism of 
Turkey in June of 1992 when Turkey hosted the Black 
Sea Economic Cooperation summit, typifies decades of 
competition and rivalry between these two prominent 
regional powers and previous empires. 


Secularist, pluralist and Muslim Turkey has taken the 
Western- oriented path abandoned by Iran following the 
1979 Islamic Revolution. 


Where Iran has rejected the United States and sponsored 
a proliferation of radical Islamic groups beyond its 
borders, Turkey has remained committed to participa- 
tion in the North Atlantic Treaty Organization. 
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Although no account can fail to emphasize the develop- 
mental divergence of these two countries, there have also 
been elemental convergences based on historical, reli- 
gious and regional imperatives. 


Both countries experienced political crises in the late 
1970s and early 80s, and both continue to experience 
ethnic-based internal cultural challenge and regional 
political instabilities. 


The foreign policies of Ankara and Tehran were both 
forged in a historic mold of defensive anti-Sovietism, 
both countries have resisted Iraqi territorial thrusts, and 
both governments have to cope with urban and rural 
terrorist insurgents. 

There are, moreover, important in the com- 
plex relationship between Turkey and Iran. Turkey's 
own Islamists have adopted Iran as their model for 
imposing social and political reform on the Turkish 
state. 


While Tehran and Ankara have mutual economic 
interest in increasing bilateral trade relations, officials in 
both capitals make little effort to conceal the fact that 
rivalry, rather than cooperation will characterize the 
search for trade and influence in the emergent Caucasian 
and Central Asian republics. 
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